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FIREHOUSE  GETTING  READY  FOR  NEW  TRUCK 


The  addition  to  the  Sheffield  Volunteer 
Hose  Company's  firehouse  is  moving  right 
along,  says  Rick  Boardman,  Sheffield's  Fire 
Chief.  Over  the  summer,  a  lot  of  volunteer 
effort  helped  speed  the  construction. 

The  next  big  step  is  installing  brick- 
work on  the  outside.  Monterey  Masonry, 
located  on  Silver  St.,  will  be  doing  that 
for  free.  "They'll  start  the  first  week  in 
December,  when  their  business  slows 
down,"  said  Boardman.  "They'll  put  up 
tarps  and  heaters,  and  in  three  weeks  the 
job  will  be  done." 

There's  still  some  trim  work  to  do  on 
the  outside,  he  said.  Some  of  it  involves 
mounting  the  Hose  Company's  insignia 
sign  on  the  gable  end  that  faces  Route 
7.  "That's  a  change  from  the  original 
plans,"  said  Boardman,  "but  we  thought 


it  would  look  nice." 

The  town  has  placed 
the  order  for  a  new 
3,000-gallon  pumper/ 
tanker  from  Pierce 
Manufacturing.  The 
truck  should  arrive  by 
Memorial  Day. 

Meanwhile,  fund- 
raising  continues  for 
the  expansion.  Paying 
for  Phase  One — build- 
ing new  bays  large 

\   c  j  The  addition  to  the  hrebouse  was  necessary  to  fit  modern  hre 

enough  tor  modern  .  J  1  \    .  J1  J 

c  \         ■         it  equipment.  In  December,  it  will  be  clad  in  brick. 

hre  trucks — is  well  l    r 

in  hand, "We've  spent  about  $60,000  so  interior,  is  estimated  to  cost  $500,000, 

far,"  said  Boardman.  he  said."  We've  got  $110,000  in  the  bank. 

Phase  Two,  which  adds  a  new  meeting  We're  getting  ready  to  send  out  another 

room  and  other  finished  space  to  the  Continued  on  page  2 


TOWN  PROFILE:  THE  SHEFFIELD  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


In  the  olden  days,  Sheffield  was  policed  by 
a  town  constable  or  two,  assisted  by  state 
law  enforcement  officers.  The  constables 
reported  to  the  Selectmen  and  received 
little,  if  any,  formal  training.  They  had 
to  supply  their  own  vehicle — or  before 
automobiles,  horses — for  transportation. 

The  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  was  offi- 
cially established  in  1971,  though  it  actu- 
ally opened  for  business  in  1970.  Today,  it 
consists  of  Chief  James  McGarry  and  1 1 
officers.  Five  are  full-time  officers:  Susan 
Rathbun,  the  administrative  officer,  and 
Brian  Fahey,  Jacob  Gonska,  Ryan  Kre- 
siak  and  Eric  Munson.  The  part-time 
officers  are  Andrew  Carlson,  Graham 


Frank,  Daniel  Hamill,  Sheryl  Johnson, 
Michael  Ovitt,  and  Greg  Priest.  There 
are  also  three  officers  who  can  be  called 
in  for  special  needs:  Scott  Farrell,  Gary 
Mitchell  and  Richard  Robarge.  Like  the 
constable  before  them,  these  positions  are 
all  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Chief  McGarry,  who  was  born  and 
raised  in  Sheffield,  was  appointed  acting 
chief  in  1971  and  chief  in  1972.  He  was 
trained  at  the  Massachusetts  State  Police 
Academy  for  Municipal  Police  Officers 
and  served  as  a  part-time  and  then  full- 
time  officer  in  Sheffield  starting  in  1967. 
He  is  the  town's  longest-serving  employee. 

Under  state  law,  permanent,  full-time 


police  officers  must  complete  at  least  200 
hours  of  course  work  at  a  state-approved 
police  academy,  and  part  timers  about 
one-third  that  number.  Officers  must 
also  continue  training  throughout  their 
careers.  In  2008,  for  example,  Sheffield 
officers  attended  training  courses  on 
criminal  justice,  domestic  abuse,  defensive 
tactics,  interview  techniques,  drug  recog- 
nition and  handling  school  emergencies. 

As  important,  says  McGarry,  is  on- 
the-job  training  provided  by  more  experi- 
enced officers.  The  Sheffield  Police  Dept.'s 
training  regime  is  so  highly  regarded  that 
neighboring  police  departments  regularly 

Continued  on  page  4 
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fund-raising  letter  explaining  that." 

The  Marketplace  Kitchen,  Edwards 

Photo  Design  and  Devries  Building 

Supply  helped  out  by 

sponsoring  the  Shef- 
field Beer  and  Cheese 

Benefit  on  Oct.  17  at 

the  Town  Park.  The 

Marketplace  and  the 

Route  7  Grill  sold  food, 

including  "more  than  30 

local  cheeses  and  lots 

of  local  beer  and  wine," 

said  Dan  Jimmerson,  manager  of  The 

Marketplace. "We  had  a  great  time." 

Attendance  was  good  considering  the 

weather,  said  Boardman. 

The  event  was  in  honor  of  the 
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T\ie  Hosemen  calendar 


a  "Garden  Girls"  calendar  is  planned. 
"The  Marketplace  has  philan- 
throphy  as  one  of  its  ethical  goals," 

Jimmerson  says. "This  is 
a  way  we  can  give  back 
to  the  community  and 
to  the  great  guys  in  the 
Hose  Company." 

The  Hosemen  calendar 
is  for  sale  at  PJ's,  Gretta's 
Market,  The  Marketplace 
and  other  local  stores  for 
$20.  For  more  on  the  cal- 
endar and  where  it's  sold,  check  Edwards' 
website  at  www.edwardsphotodesign.com. 

People  wanting  to  donate  to  the 
firehouse  cause  can  also  do  so  at  the 
Library's  Local  Authors'  Day  on  Nov.  7, 


publication  of  "Hosemen:  The  Calendar,"  from  10am  to  12:30pm.  Firemen  will  be 

a  2010  calendar  whose  sale  will  benefit  on  hand  asking  for  "a  buck  in  the  boot." 
the  Hose  Company,  featuring  pictures  Boardman  especially  appreciates  the 

of  local  firefighters  by  Sarah  Edwards,  a  generosity  of  the  town  in  this  tough 

Canaan,  CT,  photographer.  Last  year,  she  economy.  "I  just  want  to  extend  a  big 

produced  a  calendar  of  locaL'Tree  Men"  thank  you  to  the  townspeople  from  all 

as  a  benefit  for  the  family  of  a  man  who  of  us  on  the  Hose  Company,"  he  said, 
had  died  in  a  logging  accident.  Next  year  — Andrea  Scott 


Thanks  to  all  the  loyal  and  generous  supports  of  the  Sheffield  Times! 

You  keep  us  going.  If  we  missed  you  in  this  issue,  we'll  catch  you  in  the  next 
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TREE  LIGHTING  ON  THE  ASHLEY  FALLS  GREEN 

Everyone  is  invited  to  the  Ashley  Falls  Vil- 
lage Green  for  the  annual  grand  illumina- 
tion of  our  giant  Norway  spruce  on  Sat., 
Nov.  28,  the  Saturday  of  Thanksgiving 
Day  weekend.  Look  for  posters  announc- 
ing this  great  event  closer  to  Thanksgiving. 

Haywagon  rides  begin  at  4pm.  There 
will  be  cookies,  cocoa  and  caroling  around 
the  bonfire  until  5pm  when  this  year's 
Grand  Illuminator  will  be  chosen  from  the 
punchbowl.  The  current  Grand  illumina- 
tor, or  "switch  flipper,"  Bob  Pasquelina  will 
escort  this  year's  lucky  winner  to  the  secret 
location  of  the  switch  and  on  the  count 
of  zero,  flip  the  switch,  light  the  tree  and, 
once  again,  amaze  young  and  old  because 
it's  such  a  beautiful,  big  and  sparkling 
magical  sight. 

We  always  need  more  cookie  bakers!  Just 
make  em  and  bring  em,  or  drop  them  off 
beforehand  at  the  Ashley  Falls  post  office. 

The  Ashley  Falls  Village  Improvement 
Society  is  proud  to  sponsor  this  event. 
This  year  is  our  11™  lighting  of  the  tree  at 
no  small  expense.  After  years  of  patch- 
ing wires  and  replacing  burned  out 
bulbs,  the  90-foot  Norway  spruce  on 
the  Ashley  Falls  green  was  completely 
restrung  with  new  lights  this  year. 

This  holiday  season  remember  our 
community  organization  and  help  us  as 
you  can.  Donations  are  happily  accepted 
at  A.F.V.I.S.,  P.O.  Box  6,  Ashley  Falls, 
MA  01222.  To  all  who  help,  thank  you! 


Men  working  in  trees.  If  you  were  driving 
down  7 A  through  Ashley  Falls  on  Oct.  14, 
you  would  have  seen  this  aerial  act.  It  took  jive 
men,  an  80-foot  crane,  and  about  eight  hours 
to  restring  the  Norway  spruce  with  new  lights. 


TREE  LIGHTING  ON  THE  SHEFFIELD  GREEN 

Sheffield's  other  tree  lighting  will  take  place 
on  Sun.,  Dec.  6,  at  6:30pm  on  the  Town 
Green  in  the  center  of  Sheffield.  It  will  be 
followed  by  carol  singing  and  an  ecumenical 
service  in  Old  Parish  Church.  All  members 
of  the  community  are  invited. 

The  service  will  be  led  by  area  clergy 


and  representatives  of  individual  church- 
es, an  ecumenical  choir  will  sing,  and  the 
Mt.  Everett  High  School  Band  will  play. 
Refreshments  will  follow  the  light- 
ing and  service  in  Old  Parish.  Cookie 
bakers  welcome  -just  bring  them  along 
or  drop  them  off! 


HOLIDAY  BAKE  SALE 

Christ  Episcopal/Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  is  hosting  a  holiday  bake 
sale.  Sat.,  Dec.  12,  from  1 0am  to 
2pm. There  will  be  cookies,  cakes, 
fruitcake,  candies,  jams,  jellies,  breads 
and  more.  It's  a  perfect  way  to  stock 
up  for  holiday  gatherings  and  last- 
minute  gifts. 

The  church  is  at  the  corner  of 
Route  7  and  Maple  Ave.,  with  plenty  of 
free  parking. 

HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
HOLIDAY  EVENTS 

Festival  for  the  Holidays*  This  year, 
the  Historical  Society's  traditional  Fes- 
tival of  Trees  has  been  expanded  into  a 
Festival  for  the  Holidays,  with  an  even 
larger  array  of  holiday  items  for  sale. 
Shop  for  everyone  on  your  list  at  the 
Old  Stone  Store  in  the  center  of  Shef- 
field. The  Festival  features  handmade 
holiday  goods,  including  miniature 
trees,  wreaths,  ornaments,  jewelry,  holi- 
day treats,  gifts,  raffles  and  local  crafts. 
Upstairs,  there's  a  holiday  tag  sale  with 
Old  Stone  Store  markdowns. 

The  Festival  is  open  weekends  from 
Nov.  8  to  Sun.,  Dec.  20,  10am  to  2pm  on 
Saturdays  and  Ham  to  3pm  on  Sun- 
days. The  Stone  Store  will  also  be  open 
on  Nov.  25,  the  day  before  Thanksgiv- 
ing and  Dec.  23  and  24  from  10am  to 
4pm  and  on  Fri.,  Nov.  27. ,  the  day  after 
Thanksgiving,  from  11am  to  4  pm. 

Historical  Society  Holiday  Party 

Come  gather  round  the  festive  Keeping 
Room  fireside  in  the  Dan  Raymond 
House  and  enjoy  holiday  cheer  in  the 
spirit  of  yesteryear  on  Sun.,  Dec.  13, 
from  4  to  6pm.  Join  friends  new  and  old 
for  music,  merriment  and  more. 


INDOOR  MARKET  OPEN  AGAIN  AT  DEWEY  HALL 


Just  in  time  for  the  holidays,  the  Sheffield  Indoor  Market  will 
take  place  on  several  Saturdays  in  November  and  December  at 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

Many  of  your  favorite  vendors  will  be  back.There  will  be 
delicious  breads  and  pizza  from  Berkshire  Mountain  Bakery, 
Berkshire  blue  cheese,  cakes,  cookies,  tapenade  and  salmon 
spread,  orchids  and  floral  arrangements.  Local  crafters  will  be 
selling  their  wares  along  with  items  from  far-away  places.  John 
the  knife  maker  will  be  there,  too,  so  you  can  get  your  knives 


sharpened  and  ready  for  slicing  that  holiday  turkey. 

Coffee  and  tea  will  be  available,  as  will  a  $5  lunch  special, 
featuring  a  dish  of  the  day  such  as  chili,  macaroni  and  cheese, 
or  zucchini-rice  gratin. 

Stop  by,  see  your  neighbors,  do  some  holiday  shopping,  and 
have  lunch! 

The  market  will  be  open  Nov.  7,  1 4  and  2 1  and  Dec.  5,  1 2 
and  19  from  1 0am  to  2pm.  For  more  information,  see 
www.deweyhall.com. 
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Community  News 


POLICE  DEPT.,  continued  from  page  1 


hire  officers  away  from  Sheffield  by  offer- 
ing higher  pay. 

On  call  around  the  clock,  Shef- 
field's police  officers  are  usually  the  first 
responders  to  an  incident,  whether  it 
involves  dealing  with  a  fender  bender, 
a  possible  heart  attack,  tracking  down 
a  missing  person,  resolving  a  domestic 
dispute,  or  arresting  a  drug  dealer  or  a 
burglar.  The  SPD  provides  services  24/7, 
with  at  least  one  officer  on  duty  at  all 
times.  Full-time  officers  work  8V2-hour 
shifts,  four  days  on  and  two  days  off. 
Part-timers  fill  in  the  schedule. 

If  a  call  is  made  to  91 1  or  to  the  non- 
emergency station  number  (229-8522)  and 
no  one  answers,  the  call  is  automatically 
transferred  to  a  dispatcher  in  Pittsfield 
who  contacts  the  duty  officer  (who  may  be 
responding  to  another  call)  via  radio  and 
cell.  Although  there  are  a  few  known  dead 
areas,  most  of  the  town  is  covered. 

The  police  station,  which  used  to 
occupy  a  small  space  in  the  basement  of 
Town  Hall,  is  now  located  in  the  build- 
ing at  the  southeast  corner  of  Route 
7  and  Berkshire  School  Rd.  that  once 
housed  the  Bushnell  Sage  Library.  On 
the  main  floor  are  the  Chief's  office,  the 
Administrative  officer,  the  patrol  office 
and  a  booking  area.  In  the  basement  is 
the  emergency  operations  center,  which 
doubles  as  a  conference  room,  plus  an 
interview  room,  an  evidence  room,  a 
locker  room  and  storage. 

The  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  operates 
three  police  cruisers,  each  equipped  with 
a  defibrillator,  breathalyzer,  first  aid  kit, 
laptop  computer  and  a  secure  commu- 
nication systems.  It  also  maintains  an 
arsenal  of  weapons,  including  shotguns, 
most  often  used  for  shooting  beanbags  at 
bears  to  scare  them  away  or  paintballs  to 
mark  a  possible  problem  animal. 

The  SPD  also  shares  a  portable  speed 
enforcement  radar  unit  with  the  New 
Marlborough  police.  This  device  is  placed 
at  various  locations  to  advise  drivers  when 
they  are  exceeding  the  speed  limits.  It 
also  records  the  number  of  vehicles  using 
the  road  and  the  speed  at  which  they  are 
traveling,  useful  information  for  smart 
allocation  of  traffic  control  resources. 


The  most  important 
police  equipment?  The 
brains  of  its  officers,  says 
Chief  McGarry. 

Crime  and  traffic 

Sheffield  has  a  very 
low  crime  rate.  In  2008, 
the  most  recent  year  for  which  there  are 
complete  statistics,  the  Sheffield  Police 
Dept.  conducted  310  criminal  investiga- 
tions, with  21  involving  crimes  against 
persons  and  79  crimes  against  property. 


Tlie  Police  Station  at  Route  7  and  Berkshire  School  Rd. 

rassed  to  come  forward. 

Drug  crimes  in  Sheffield,  as  in  sur- 
rounding communities,  are  a  growing 
concern.  Officer  Greg  Priest  is  respon- 
sible for  the  SPD's  enforcement  efforts  in 
Altogether,  the  police  responded  to  2,059     this  area.  Most  drug  arrests  in  Sheffield 
calls  for  service  that  year,  including  140         are  incidental  to  another  infraction — for 
medical  emergencies,  as  well  as  to  burglar     example,  an  officer  pulls  over  a  vehicle  for 


alarms  (many  of  them  false),  dog  com- 
plaints and  reports  of  suspicious  activity. 
It  also  assists  the  Fire  Dept.  and  turns  out 
for  their  calls. 

The  investigations  resulted  in  60 
arrests,  78  criminal  summons  and  40 
criminal' show  cause"  hearings,  which 


speeding  or  erratic  behavior,  discovers 
drugs  and  arrests  the  occupants. 

The  number  of  traffic  accidents  is 
falling.  In  2008,  there  were  55  accidents. 
In  the  1970s,  there  were  routinely  150  to 
160  accidents  a  year.  McGarry  attributes 
the  decline  to  safer  cars  and  the  conver- 


determine  whether  a  first  offender  should     sion  of  Route  7  in  the  late  1980s  from  a 


three-  to  a  two-lane  road. 

The  SPD  issued  715  motor  vehicle 
citations  in  2008,  19  of  them  involving 
driving  under  the  influence  of  alcohol. 
Chief  McGarry  notes  that  the  incidence  of 
DUIs  (and  of  domestic  violence)  seems  to 
be  higher  this  year  than  last  year. 


be  given  the  opportunity  to  avoid  a  crimi- 
nal record  by  providing  restitution  and 
community  service.  There  are  typically 
6  to  12  offenders  of  this  type  each  year, 
providing  250  to  500  hours  of  service, 
most  of  it  in  Sheffield,  doing  things  like 
cleaning  and  maintaining  town  property. 
There  has  been  only  one  murder  in  Shef- 
field during  Chief  McGarry  s  tenure,  back     Working  with  other  communities 
in  the  1980s.  Much  of  the  departmental  time 

The  rate  of  some  crimes  is  falling.  involves  paperwork.  The  SPD  issues 

Burglaries,  break-ins  and  vandalism  firearm  licenses  and  permits  for  burglar 

have  declined  over  the  past  few  years  as         alarms  and  tag  sales.  It  serves  summonses 
burglar  alarms  and  other  security  systems     and  conducts  classes  on  the  safe  use  of 
have  been  installed  and  improved.  Chief       firearms.  McGarry  says  that  being  a  Shef- 
McGarry  notes  that  these  kinds  of  field  policeman  was  "a  lot  more  fun"  in  the 

offenses  tend  to  be  cyclical,  often  depend-      old  days  than  it  is  today.  Then,  the  job  was 
ing  on  who  is  living  in  Sheffield  and  its  more  about  working  with  people  to  solve 

environs  at  the  time.  The  recession  has  so  problems  and  less  concerned  with  record 
far  not  affected  the  rate  of  crime  in  town,  keeping,  administration  and  bureaucracy, 
says  McGarry. 

But  new  crimes  have  sprung  up  in 
recent  years,  such  as  identity  theft  and 


financial  crimes  against  the  elderly, 
mainly  fraud,  involving  the  Internet. 
These  crimes  are  difficult  to  resolve.  The 
perpetrators  are  careful  to  cover  their 
tracks  (and  often  operate  from  abroad), 
and  many  of  the  victims  are  too  embar- 


Officers  also  spend  a  lot  of  time  doing 
community  outreach.  The  Sheffield 
Times  will  have  more  on  that  aspect  ot 
police  work  in  an  upcoming  issue. 

Working  with  other  law-enforcement 
agencies  is  another  important  aspect  of 
departmental  life.  The  SPD  is  a  party 
to  "mutual  aid"  agreements  with  several 
other  south  Berkshire  towns  providing 


COOKIE  WALK 

On  Sat.,  Dec.  5,  from  I  Oam  to  3pm, 
Undermountain  Elementary  School's 
Parent  Teacher  Organization  is 
hosting  a  "cookie  walk,"  with  a  huge 
array  of  cookies  for  sale  by  the 
dozen,  plus  crafts,  food  and  holiday 
fare  at  the  school.  Proceeds  will  go 
to  fund  school  trips  and  things  the 
school  no  longer  can  pay  for. 


for  backup  and  other  assistance  to  and 
from  other  police  forces.  Hardly  a  day 
goes  by  without  one  or  more  calls  for 
mutual  aid. 

The  SPD  also  works  closely  with 
the  Massachusetts  Division  of  Social 
Services,  Adult  and  Juvenile  Proba- 
tion, investigating,  for  example,  alleged 
child  abuse.  It  works  with  the  Berkshire 
County  DA's  office  and  the  Massachu- 
setts Division  of  Family  and  Children. 

Officer  Eric  Munson  is  currently  the 
officer  assigned  to  the  Berkshire  County 
Drug  Task  Force.  Officers  assigned  to  the 
task  force  participate  in  conducting  inves- 
tigations, executing  search  warrants  and 
making  arrests,  and  they  share  what  they 
learn  with  their  colleagues  in  the  SPD. 

Officers — currently  it's  Ryan  Kre- 
siak — are  also  assigned  to  the  Berkshire 
County  Special  Response  Team.  There, 
they  learn  specialized  "SWAT"  skills 
and  tactics  and  take  part  in  the  unit's 
operations  (including  VIP  protection). 
Fortunately,  Sheffield  has  had  to  call  on 
the  special  response  team  only  a  few  times 
in  the  last  10  years,  and  the  confrontations 
were  all  resolved  without  violence. 

"I  like  to  regard  the  Sheffield  Police 
Dept.  as  a  problem-solving  agency," 
McGarry  says."  We're  here  to  solve  prob- 
lems for  the  citizens  of  Sheffield." 

— Peter  Rowntree 


COME  SEE  SHEFFIELD'S  TIFFANY  WINDOWS 


Christ  Episcopal  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  is  the  steward  of  two  Louis 
Comfort  Tiffany  windows. "The  Good 
Shepherd,"  over  the  altar,  was  given  in 
1915  by  Emily  Bourne  in  memory  of 
Anna  E.  Barnard,  wife  of  Gen.  John 
G.  Barnard,  who  served  in  the  Civil 
War  as  the  chief  engineer  on  the  staff 
of  General  Grant.  The  founding  of  the 
church  in  1866  was  due  to  Mrs.  Bar- 
nard's initiative  and  unfailing  support. 
The  window  is  particularly  impressive 
in  the  morning  light.  It  depicts  Christ 
as  the  "good  shepherd"  watching  over 
his  flock. 

The  window  on  the  west  end, 
"Easter  Morn,"  was  given  by  Harriet 
Owen  and  her  daughters  in  memory 
of  Francis  Thompson  Owen,  husband 
and  father  and  installed  around  1911. 
A  very  large  work,  it  depicts  three 
women — Mary  Magdalene,  Joanna  and 


Mary,  mother  of  James — met  by  angels 
at  the  empty  tomb.  The  window  repre- 
sents a  summary  statement  of  Christ's 
earthly  life. 

"Easter  Morn"  was  removed  earlier 
this  year  and  totally  restored  by  Stained 
Glass  Resources  of  Hampden,  MA. 
Previously,  it  was  covered  with  a  piece  of 
Plexiglas  that  had  darkened  and  made 
details  in  the  window  difficult  to  see 
from  outside.  With  the  restoration  and 
reinstallation,  some  of  its  splendors  can 
be  seen  from  the  exterior. 

But  Tiffany  windows,  constructed 
of  layers  of  colored  glass  held  together 
with  copper  foil  and  lead,  are  meant  to  be 
viewed  from  the  interior.  The  community 
is  cordially  invited  to  attend  an  evensong 
service  at  4pm  Sat.,  Oct.  31,  to  celebrate 
the  return  of  "Easter  Morn"  and  get  a 
good  view  of  the  amazing  transformation 
of  this  treasure.       — Catherine  Miller 


WOODS  TEA  COMPANY  TO  PLAY  AT  BENEFIT 

Some  in  our  community  have  no  money  to  fill  oil  tanks,  top  off  their  woodpiles  and 
otherwise  get  ready  for  the  ice  and  snow  of  winter.The  Mission  Committee  of  Old 
Parish  Church  and  the  Sheffield  Friendly  Union  Library  Association,  overseers  of 
Dewey  Hall,  are  presenting  a  concert  to  raise  funds  for  Sheffield's  helping  agencies, 
like  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund,  which  provides  emergency  financial  aid  for  Southern 
Berkshire  residents. 

TheWoodsTea  Company,  a  popular  Vermont  folk  band  that's  played  in  Shef- 
field for  similar  benefits,  will  appear  at  Old  Parish  Church  on  Sun.,  Nov.  29  at  2pm. 
Instead  of  admission  fee,  a  freewill  offering  will  be  collected. 

The  four-member  band  performs  bluegrass,  Celtic  tunes,  sea  chanties, 
and  folk  songs  using  as  many  as  a  dozen  different  instruments,  from  banjos, 
bouzoukis  and  bodhrans,  to  guitars,  ukuleles  and  hammered  dulcimers. The 
band  has  been  featured  at  Lincoln  Center,  the  Chautauqua  Institute  and 
National  Public  Radio. Their  new  release  is  "A  Lively  Evening  With  the  Woods 
Tea  Company." 

Ask  yourThanksgiving  company  to  stay  through  Sunday  so  they  can  come  hear 
this  great  band  and  help  your  Sheffield  neighbors.  — PaulineW. Schumann 


LIGHT    FANTASTIC 


R4<Cflt   ptPICtKjf*   \f 


New  calendar  by 
Andrea  Scott 

Calendars  will  be  available  November  7  at  Local  Authors  Day  at 
the  Library,  or  online  at  www.AndreaScottWatercolors.com 


Community  News 


NEWS  FROM  MT.  EVERETT  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Mt.  Everett's  New  Barn 

New  back-to-school  clothes.  New  pens  and  pencils  and 
notebooks.  Almost  everything  about  the  school  year  is 
new,  except  for  one  big  holdover  from  last  year:  the  FFA 
(Future  Farmers  of  America)  barn  in  front  of  the  high 
school.  The  construction  team  is  headed  by  building 
structures  teacher  Curtis  VonRuden.  It  is  being  funded 
by  multiple  sources  including  grants,  last  year's  Mothers 
Day  plant  sale  and  donations. 

FFA  faculty  adviser  Cassie  Uricchio  said  that  the  barn's 
first  occupants  are  likely  to  be  the  two  goats,  Lucy  and  Lulu, 
that  are  currently  being  raised  by  the  agricultural  biology 
classes.  Unfortunately,  the  goats  are  suffering  from  carpine 
arthritic  encephalitis,  which  can  be  passed  onto  offspring  or 
other  sheep  or  goats.  Since  the  hope  is  to  have  a  productive 
farm,  with  milk  and  wool  and  other  products  that  can  be  used 
in  the  schoool's  culinary  class  or  sold  at  farmers'  markets, 
Uricchio  says  that  the  goats  will  be  found  a  new  home  and 
replaced  with  a  Romney  ewe,  a  type  of  sheep  that  will  be 
providing  us  with  wool  by  the  springtime. 

Student  Support  Services  Facilitator  Paul  Collins  said 
of  the  barn,  "It's  looking  good."  Take  a  moment  next  time 
you're  walking  by  the  goats  to  inspect  the  fine  carpentry 


Fine  Gardens  «  Stonework  ■  Tree  Care 
Plant  Health  Care 

Landscape  Design  ~  Build 

Certified  Organic  Land  Care  Professionals 

Jcensed  &  Certified  Arborists  -  TCIA,  ISA,  CTPA 

Serving  the  Tri  State  Area  for  over  20  years 

1719  North  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
413  2298124 
www.  websterf  ngerso/I.  com 


work  done  by  Mt.  Everett's 
talented  craftspeople. 

— Ryan  Brown,  senior 


SHAKESPEARE 

Romeo  and  Juliet  will  once 
again  fall  tragically  in  love, 
this  time  at  the  Consolati 
Performing  Arts  Center  at 
Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Pro- 
duced as  part  of  Shakespeare 
&  Company's  Fall  Festival 
of  Shakespeare,  Ml  Everett 
students  in  grades  7- 1 2  will 
present  the  show  on  Nov.  1 3 
and  1 4  at  7pm.The  public  is 
welcome.Tickets  are  avail- 
able through  the  school. 

This  is  Shakespeare  and 
Company's  2 1 st  year  pro- 
ducing the  Fall  Festival,  in 
which  nearly  500  students 
from  10  schools  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  York  and 
Connecticut  participate  in  a 
nine-week  residency. 


New  Teacher  in  the  English 
Dept. 

Only  24  years  old  and  fresh 
out  of  graduate  school  with 
a  masters  in  teaching,  Annie 
Christensen  has  joined 
the  staff  ready  to  take  on 
the  challenges  of  being  an 
English  teacher  in  the  11th 
and  12th  grades.  Since  most 
students  and  teachers  were 

sad  to  see  her  predecessor,  Nicole  Dupont  leave,  Chris- 
tensen has  some  pretty  big  shoes  to  fill. 

Sara  Silvernail,  a  junior,  says,  "She  is  a  tough  but  fair  teacher 
who  is  fun  and  entertaining." 

Christensen  says  that,  for  the  most  part,  her  students  are  well 
behaved,  respectful  and  alert.  Her  principal  goal  this  year  is  to 
make  every  student  a  better  writer  and  to  get  them  to  write  to  their 
full  potential. 

Since  there  is  only  a  seven  or  eight  year  difference  in  ages 
between  Christensen  and  her  pupils,  she  shares  some  interests 
and  hobbies  with  them.  She  loves  roller  coasters,  will  not  work 
out  without  her  iPod  and  loves  watching  matches  put  on  by 
the  Ultimate  Fighting  Championship.  Like  most  of  us  at  Mt. 
Everett,  Friday  is  her  favorite  day  of  the  week.  She  says  that  in 
some  ways'T  still  feel  like  a  kid  when  I  teach — it  seems  to  me 
that  I'm  teaching  people  my  age." 

She  loves  teaching  at  Mt.  Everett  and  says  she  can  imagine 
staying  here  until  she  retires.  She  shared  the  secret  to  success 
in  her  class:  "As  long  as  you  do  your  work,  pay  attention  and 
participate,  then  you  will  pass  my  class  with  flying  colors." 

— Jasmine  Kern,  junior 
Based  on  articles  originally  published  in  The  Bold  Eagle,  Mt.  Everett  High 
School's  student  newspaper. 


New  England's  Largest  Selection 
of  Unique  Lumber  and  Burls 


Specializing  in  Slabs  up  to  7'  wide 


Exotic  Lumber 
Figured  Lumber 
Natural  Edge  Slabs 
Quartersawn  Lumber 
Wide  Pine  Flooring 


Bookmatched  Sets 
Mantels 
Turning  Stock 
Tone  wood 
Burls 


Berkshire  Products,  Inc. 

884  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Sheffield.  MA 

413-229-7919 

www.BerkshireProducts.com 

M-F  8:00  -  4:30.  Sat  8  00-Noon 


TOWN  PARKING  AREA:  LAST  CALL  FOR  DONORS 

The  newly  landscaped  parking  area  near 
Town  Hall  is  just  about  finished.  It's  hard 
to  believe  this  area  was  a  dusty  gravel 
lot  just  over  a  year  ago.  Despite  the  poor 
weather  that  plagued  us  this  summer, 
townspeople  and  visitors  alike  enjoyed 
sitting  on  the  benches,  using  the  ameni- 
ties and  having  an  attractive  parking  area 
that  complements  Town  Hall  and  the 
Sheffield  Historical  Society  holdings. 
Only  a  few  projects  remain  to  be 
completed:  the  laying  of  pavers  beneath 
the  two  benches  and  the  bike  rack; 
the  installation  of  the  commemorative 
plaques  for  those  items  and  the  trees 


MEETING  ABOUT  DRUG 
AND  ALCOHOL  PROBLEMS 

The  South  Berkshire  Youth  Coalition 
is  holding  a  meeting  to  seek  com- 
munity feedback  on  strategies  that  will 
be  implemented  to  address  substance 
abuse  in  our  community  on  Dec.  I. 
For  more  information,  visit  www. 
sbycoalition.org.  All  are  welcome. 
Refreshments  will  be  provided. 


given  to  honor  or  in  memory  of  others; 
and  the  landscaping  around  the  large 
stones,  which  will  hold  a  bronze  plaque 
thanking  all  who  donated  their  time, 
talents  or  funds  to  make  this  area  a 
source  of  pride. 

If  you're  still  thinking  about  making 
a  contribution,  now  is  the  time  to  do  so. 
The  deadline  for  getting  your  name  on 
the  donors'  list  is  Jan.  5,  2010.  An  official 
dedication  ceremony  is  planned  for 
spring  2010. 

Donor  opportunities  include  com- 
memorative stones  ($100  or  $200), 
the  last  of  the  landscaping  materials 
and  funds  for  ongoing  maintenance. 
The  commemorative  stones  have  been 
particularly  popular  to  honor  family 
members,  non-profit  organizations  and 
businesses  and  would  make  an  excellent 
holiday  present.  See  Tammy  Blackwell 
in  the  Assessor's  office  or  call  Catherine 
Miller  (229-8668)  if  you  are  interested 
in  giving. 

Thank  you  to  all  of  you  who  have 
given  Sheffield  this  wonderful  present. 

— Rene  Wood 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  SERIES 

The  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Concert 
Series  continues  with  its  concerts 
on  the  first  Saturday  of  the  month. 

On  Nov.  7  at  7:30pm,  it  pres- 
ents Graham  and  Barbara  Dean, 
who  will  present  an  evening  of 
folk  songs  featuring  truth,  justice 
and  humor  supporting  the  Deans' 
philosophy  of  liberty  and  equality 
for  the  common  man. You  can  find 
out  more  about  the  Deans  at 
www.commonsensesongs.com. 

On  Dec.  5  at  7:30pm,  Anson 
Olds  and  Everett  Brown  will  appear. 
Their  music  follows  in  the  time- 
less brother  duet  tradition — two 
guitars  and  two  voices  blending  to 
bring  a  simple  but  powerful  sound. 
Their  show  also  includes  hot  flat- 
picked  guitar  instrumentals,  Irish 
fiddle  music  and  cowboy  yodeling. 

Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  a  historic 
fieldstone  structure  with  great 
acoustics,  is  located  at  91  Main  St., 
on  the  green  in  Sheffield.  For  more 
information  on  these  and  other 
events,  see  the  website  at 
www.deweyhall.com. 


2009 


11  tn  Annual 

Festival  for  the 

Holidays 

The  Old  Stone  Store, 
Sheffield  Town  Green 

Weekends  in 

November  &  December 

Saturday  10-2  &  Sunday  11-3 


Free  Aai 


mission 


Miniature  Trees,  Local  Crafts 

Decorations,  Ornaments 

Holiday  Treats,  Gifts 

Upstairs  Tag  Sale 

Featuring  an  array  of 
homemade  specialties 

Special  Extended  Hours:  10-4 

Nov.  25,  Dec.  23  &  24** 


n 


Holiday  Bake  Sale 

SATURDAY  DEC.  12th 

10AM -2PM 

Fabulous  delectables  for  your 

holiday  table  (or  gift  giving)  including 

cookies,  cakes,  jams,  jellies,  candies, 

fruitcakes  &  breads. 

Last  minute  gift  shopping  too! 

Not  to  be  missed! 

Christ  Episcopal  /Trinity  Lutheran  Church 

RT  7  &  Maple  Ave.,  Sheffield 

Plenty  of  free  parking. 


SHEFFIELD   IN   CELEBRATION  2009 


The  9th  annual  Sheffield  Fair,  held  on  Sept.  12  at  the  Town 
Park,  had  a  great  attendance.  There  were  more  than  two  dozen 
booths  with  local  craftspeople  and  organizations  as  well  as 
food,  many  activities  for  kids  and  lots  of  live  music. 

This  year  for  the  first  time  the  Fair  included  an  apple  pie 
contest,  organized  by  Barbara  Delmolino,  and  an  animal  Show- 
manship and  Fitting  Competition,  organized  with  the  help 
of  local  4-H  clubs,  the  Mt.  Everett  High  School  FFA  (Future 
Farmers  of  America)  chapter,  it  advisor,  biology  teacher  Cassie 


Uricchio,  and  local  dairy  farmer  Rhett  Proctor.  Uricchio  and 
Proctor  were  also  the  competition  judges. 

After  the  Fair,  Yankee  Notions  performed  at  Dewey  Hall  as 
part  of  its  ongoing  Dewey  Hall  Music  Series.  The  next  day,  the 
Kiwanis/ Firemen's  Steak  Roast  was  held  at  the  hrehouse,  where 
people  could  see  and  support  the  new  firehouse  addition. 

The  Sheffield  Association,  publisher  of  the  Sheffield  Times 
and  sponsor/founder  of  Sheffield  in  Celebration,  would  like  to 
thank  everyone  who  made  the  event  a  tremendous  success. 


Music.  Mitzi 
Pillow,  led  by 
Tom  Ingersoll,  the 
Fair  emcee  and 
music  coordinator, 
closed  out  the  live 
entertainment. 
Fair  goers  were 
treated  to  a  wide 
range  of  musical 
styles  in  the  five 
regional  favorites 
that  played. 


Local  crafts.  Kerry  Douglas  ofBarnum 
Hill  Pottery,  above,  one  of  many  vendors  at 
the  Fair.  John  Graney  attracted  a  crowd  at 
the  blacksmithing  display,  beloiv. 


Animals  on  display.  Showmanship  and  Fitting 
was  judged  by  Rhett  Proctor,  back  row  left 
and  Cassie  Uricchio,  back  row  right;  between 
them  are  Jimmy  Larkin,  Berkshire  County 
Farm  Bureau  President,  who  presented  Kyle 
LeGeyt-McLaughlin  with  the  championship 
trophy  sponsored  by  that  organization.  In  front, 
blue-ribbon  winners:  Katelynn  Dawson,  Ricky 
McLaughlin  and  Tliomas  Williams.  Insets,  clockwise  from  right: 
Kristen  Wolfe  and  Thomas  show  their  chickens.  Cassie  giving 
Katelynn  tips  in  the  horse  competition.  Rhett  does  the  same  for 
Ricky  and  Nick  LeGeyt  in  the  novice  cattle  class.  Becky  Aragi 


er  cow. 
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Pies  and  steak.  Above,  pie  judges  Rene  Wood, 
Jim  McGarry,  Julie  Hannum  and  Barb  David- 
son (not  visible-  also  the  Food  Court  coordinator) 
consult  with  organizer  Barbara  Delmolino.  Prizes 
were  donated  by  local  businesses.  Below,  volunteers 
at  the  Kiwanis/Firehouse  Steak  Roast,  on  Sun- 
day, grab  a  bite  at  the  end  oj  the  evening. 


Plenty  for  kids  to  do.  From  the 
top:  At  the  kid's  activities  tent, 
face-  and  hand-painting,  coloring, 
ring  toss  and  many  other  activi- 
ties were  available.  The  Larkin 
Farm  again  provided  hayrides, 
always  a  popular  part  of  the  Fair. 
The  Scouts'  climbing  wall  offers  a 
supervised  challenge. 


T  H  A 

N 

K     YOU! 

i 

To  everyone 

who 

helped  make  Sheffield  in 

Celebration  possible— donors, 

vendors 

and  volunteers! 

Corporate  Sponsors 

DeVries  Building  Supply  and  Sheffield 

Pottery 

Aquatic  Design,  Inc. 

Evelyn  Hatfield 

Painted  Porch  Antiques 

Sheffield  Land  Trust 

Becky  Aragi 

Gail  &  Kenneth  Heath 

Sandra  Preston  Real  Estate 

Sheffield  Police  Dept. 

Barnum  Hill  Pottery 

Timothy  Hewins 

Rhett  Proctor 

Sheffield  Tree  Project 

Berkshire  Bank 

Bill  Hogelin 

Race  Mountain  Tree  Services 

Sheffield  Volunteer  Hose  Co  #1 

Berkshire  Boat  Building  School 

Tom  Ingersoll 

Mark  &  Mary  Ellen  Raifstangei 

Sheffield  Water  Company  & 

Berkshire  Choral  Festival 

JTC  Trucking 

River  Valley  4-H 

Beth  Bartholomew 

Berkshire  Grown 

Martha  &  Bob  Kilmer 

R&S  Rock  Solid 

Sheffield  Whinnies  4-H 

Berkshire  Rattlers  Hockey 

Kwik  Print 

Salisbury  Bank  &  Trust 

Dave  Smith, Sr. 

Berkshire  School 

Jimmy  Larkin  &  the  Larkin  Dairy 

Farm 

Dennis  Sears 

Stor-it-AII 

Mary  Brazie 

Susan  LeGeyt.Tobey  Hill  Farm  & 

Sebastians  Salon 

Sunrise  Diner 

Broken  Hill  Manor 

the  LeGeyt  Family 

Joe  Seward  &  Sons  Electrical 

Thomas  &  Kathleen  Tetro 

Busy  Farmers  4-H 

Mahaiwe  Tents 

Ann  &  Bob  Shanks 

Undermountain  Jointers  &Jim  Law.Jr. 

Campo  de'  Fiori 

Massini  Bus 

Shear  Image 

Cassie  Uricchio 

Carlson  Propane 

May's  Everything  Shop 

Sheffield  Association 

LoisVanCleef 

Christ  Church  Episcopal 

Jim  McGarry 

Sheffield  Board  of  Selectmen 

ArielleVanDeusen 

i          Dick  Coon  Construction 

Deborah  McMullen 

Sheffield  Boy  Scouts 

Ward's  Nursery  &  Garden  Center 

Barb  Davidson  &  Barb's  Baked  Goods 

Moon  in  the  Pond  Farm 

Sheffield  Council  on  Aging 

Webster-lngersoll  Landscaping 

Barbara  Delmolino 

Mt.  Everett  High  School  FFA 

Sheffield  Cultural  Council 

Wheeler  &  Taylor 

I          Glenn  and  Cathy  DeVoti 

Old  Parish  Church 

Sheffield  Fire  Dept. 

Joe  Wilkinson  &  Sons  Excavating 

Fanners'  Market  of  Sheffield 

OleT.J.'s  Antique  Barn 

Sheffield  Historical  Society 

Wolfe  Springs  Farm  &  the  Wolfe  Family 

Gulotta's  Mobil 

Kathy  Orlando 

Sheffield  Kiwanis 

Rene  Wood 

Julie  Hannum 

Tom  Orlando 

Sheffield  Products 

...and 

everyone  who  attended! 
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Community  News 


A  CONSERVATIONIST  EXPLAINS  WHY  HE  HUNTS 


It's  hunting  season  again.  In  Massachusetts,  deer  hunting 
season  with  a  shotgun  or  muzzleloader  runs  from  Nov.  30 
through  Dec.  31.  In  Connecticut,  hunting  with  a  rifle,  shotgun 
or  muzzleloader  starts  Nov.  18  and  goes  till  Dec.  31. 

Working  as  a  conservationist  who  leads  hikes  and  works 
with  the  public,  I've  talked  with  many  about  hunting,  pro  and 
con.  It  can  be  a  divisive  issue,  but  it  was  not  always  this  way. 

Until  not  so  long  ago,  people  depended  on  what  was 
brought  from  the  wild  to  the  table.  The  Mohicans  of  Sheffield 
would  have  celebrated  with  dancing  and  songs  sung  of  the 
hunters'  prowess  and  skill  because  the  tribe  wouldn't  go  hungry. 
During  Col.  John  Ashley's  day  and  for  decades  beyond,  food 
obtained  through  hunting  was  vital  in  keeping  one's  family  fed 
and  healthy. 

It's  easy  to  glorify  the  past,  but  I  think  we've  lost  something 
when  we  don't  really  know  where  our  food  comes  from.  It's 
so  easy  to  go  to  the  supermarket  and -pick  up  some  boneless 
chicken  breasts  or  a  pound  of  hamburger,  with  little  thought 
given  to  how  that  animal  lived  or  died. 

Explaining  why  so  many  of  us  still  hunt  isn't  easy.  Why 
get  out  of  a  warm  and  toasty  bed  at  4am  and  sit  in  the  woods 
with  freezing  hands  and  feet  waiting  to  kill  an  animal?  For  the 
uninitiated  it  looks  and  sounds  foolish,  and  lor  those  opposed  it 
seems  cruel. 

For  most  of  us,  hunting  is  a  time-honored  tradition  passed 
down  from  fathers,  brothers  and  friends.  Most  of  the  time  I 
spent  with  my  dad  in  the  woods  we  were  looking  for  animal 
signs.  We  would  target  shoot  with  his  guns.  His  friends  would 
come  over,  and  they  would  relive  old  stories  and  tell  me  that  I 
would  be  as  good  a  hunter  as  they  were  someday. 

The  woods  became  my  second  home  as  a  child  partly 
because  of  the  rituals  of  hunting — a  reliable  and  constant 
refuge  that  soothed  a  tumultuous  teenage  soul.  That  sense  of 
peace  and  kinship  with  the  woods  was  one  reason  I  chose  my 
current  career,  managing  a  nature  reseravtion. 


When,  as  an  adult,  I  was  surrounded  with  the  pressures 
of  adult  life,  hunting  became  my  own  personal  time  to 
settle  down.  Friends  and  family  may  grumble  or  tease  me, 
but  they  know  that  hunting  is  important  to  my  soul.  When 
I  enter  the  woods  to  hunt,  it  heightens  every  sense.  I  am 
there  to  outsmart  an  animal  in  its  own  home,  something 
that  can  see,  hear  and  smell  better  than  I  can.  I  notice  more, 
from  the  chickadee  that  lands  on  a  nearby  tree  limb  to  the 
chipmunk  that  forages  unafraid  below  the  deer  stand  to  the 
fox  in  the  field  hunting  for  voles.  I  know  I  am  participating 
in  a  process  as  old  as  time.  Hunting  connects  me  to  the 
chain  of  life,  the  basic  forces  that  make  up  our  world,  in  a 
way  that  hiking  and  camping  don't. 

I  seldom  experience  these  feelings  at  any  other  time. 

Human  habitation  drove  away  predators  like  wolves 
from  our  land  that  once  kept  the  deer  population  trim  and 
healthy.  Now,  the  biggest  "predator"  of  deer  is  the  automo- 
bile. I  and  my  fellow  hunters  help  keep  the  balance,  culling 
the  herd,  managing  the  population  so  deer  don't  end  up 
dying  of  starvation  or  overbrowsing  the  forest  understory. 
It's  another  linking  strand  in  the  web  of  life. 

I  will  not  pretend  that  killing  is  easy  for  me.  Each  time  it 
is  sad.  But  if  it  is  done  without  malice  and  with  respect,  it's 
an  act  of  honor,  and  the  venison  I  bring  home  is  delicious. 

The  Mohican  and  Col.  Ashley's  contemporaries  hunted 
to  survive.  Most  hunters  today  do  not  have  to  hunt  for 
food,  they  hunt  to  experience  that  connection  with  human 
ritual  and  the  web  of  wildness.  Hunters  and  non-hunters, 
so  often  at  odds,  actually  both  have  an  interest  in  making 
sure  the  world  has  room  for  animals  to  roam  wild. 

We  can  work  together  for  land  conservation  and  environ- 
mental laws.  Saving  a  hundred  acres  can  protect  generations 
of  deer,  turkey,  bear  and  coyotes,  not  to  mention  the  trees 
and  flowers,  the  mice  and  squirrels,  the  salamanders  and 
snakes,  and  the  birds  and  butterflies.  — Rene  Wendell 


HELP  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES!  It's  not  a  subscription,  it's  a  way  to  make  Sheffield  a  better  place  to  live.  See  page  27. 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


Goewey  Painting 
Services 

Interior /Exterior  Pain  tins; 

Pressure  Washing 
Residential  &  Commercial 

Your  need  is  our  job,  no  matter  the  size 

413-229-2787 
Goewey_Services@roadrunner.com 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

ANGEL  FOOD  MINISTRY  IN  2m  YEAR  IN  ASHLEY  FALLS 


In  October,  Greenwoods  Community 
Church  in  Ashley  Falls  began  its  second 
year  providing  food  through  Angel  Food 
Ministries,  a  non-profit,  non-denomina- 


There  are  no  gimmicks,  just  high-quality 
food  at  a  low  cost  to  those  who  need  it. 

Angel  Food  is  able  to  provide  food  at 
low  prices  largely  thanks  to  an  army  of 


tional,  church-based,  food  relief  program,  volunteers  mobilized  by  local  churches. 

Angel  Food,  begun  in  a  small  church  At  Greenwoods  Church  alone,  more 

in  Monroe,  GA,  in  1994,  to  provide  low-  than  25  volunteers  regularly  help  with 

cost  food  to  families  in  financial  difficulty,  monthly  food  distributions.  More  than 


has  spread  nationwide,  arriving  in  south- 
ern New  England  in  the  last  two  years. 
It  now  provides  food  to  over  500,000 
families  a  month  in  35  states.  A  federally 
recognized  non-profit,  it  received  a  $6.97 
million  USDA  Rural  Development  loan 
under  the  Faith-Based  and  Community 
Initiative  program,  intended  to  assist 
churches  and  their  ministries  in  service  to 
their  communities. 

The  ministry  is  designed  to  be  a  "hand 
up,"  not  a  "hand  out,"  in  difficult  financial 
times.  Angel  Food  groceries  are  available 
to  anyone,  not  just  church  members. 

Typically,  the  food  is  sold  in  a  basic 
unit  costing  $30.  That  unit,  known  as 
a  "Signature  Box,"  contains  a  variety  of 
food  items  designed  to  provide  a  family 
of  four  with  most  of  its  needs  for  one 
week,  or  a  single  senior  citizen  for  nearly 
a  month.  Each  month's  menu  is  different 
and  consists  of  both  fresh  and  frozen 
items  with  an  average  retail  value  between 
$60  and  $70.  Customers  will  find  the 
same  high  quality  food  that  they  would 
purchase  at  their  local  grocery  store. 
There  are  no  second-hand  items,  no  dam- 
aged or  out-dated  goods,  no  dented  cans 
without  labels,  no  day-old  breads  and  no 
produce  that  is  almost  too  ripe. 

"Specialty"  boxes  with  items  such  as 
steaks,  fruits  and  vegetables,  or  chicken 
and  pork  can  be  ordered,  at  a  similar  sav- 
ings. There  are  no  limits  to  the  number  of 
boxes  that  can  be  ordered. 

Orders  are  taken  at  the  beginning 
of  each  month  and  distributed  once  a 
month,  usually  on  the  fourth  Saturday  at 
Greenwoods  Community  Church.  Cus- 
tomers can  pay  in  several  ways,  including 
online  by  credit  or  debit  card  or  with 
food  stamps.  There  are  no  applications  to 
fill  out,  no  qualifiers  or  other  obligations. 


150  customers  have  received  orders,  com- 
ing from  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
New  York  State. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  program 
or  how  to  order,  go  to  www.greenwood- 
schurch.com,  or  call  Chuck  Lewis,  the 
Greenwoods  Community  Church  Host 
Site  Director,  at  860-824-0083. 

For  more  information  on  Angel  Food, 
the  monthly  menu,  or  for  direct  online 
ordering,  go  to  the  Angel  Food  website 
at  www.angelfoodministries.com.  Green- 
woods welcomes  the  participation  of  oth- 
er churches  and  would  be  happy  to  dis- 
cuss this  growing  and  vital  ministry  with 
other  pastors,  interested  church  leaders 
or  those  involved  in  social  services. 

— Charles  H.  Lewis 


FOOD  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAM 

Thank  you,  Sheffield.  The  Berkshire 
Bank  box  and  barrel  contributions  gave 
us  40  bags  of  food  so  far  this  fall.  In 
addition,  a  couple  of  people  dropped  off 
cases  of  spaghetti  sauce  and  pasta  along 
with  other  needed  food.  The  churches 
continue  to  contribute  regularly.  Kiwanis 
held  its  second  annual  Sheffield  Can 
Walk  on  Oct.  25.  Donations  from  gener- 
ous residents  allow  us  to  buy  40  pounds 
of  hot  dogs,  hamburger,  and  chicken 
every  month  as  well. 

Did  you  know  that  every  week  Big  Y, 
Guido's,  Price  Chopper,  and  the  Great 
Barrington  Bagelry  give  us  day-old  bread 
and  vegetables?  They  fill  our  baskets,  and 
we  couldn't  do  without  them. 

The  number  of  people  we're  serving 
continues  to  be  high — almost  100  of  our 
neighbors  are  now  using  the  Sheffield 
Food  Assistance  Program.  Every  month 
we  need  45  jars  of  pasta  sauce,  100  cans 
of  soup,  100  cans  of  vegetables,  100 
cans  of  tuna,  45  jars  of  peanut  butter 
(wed  love  to  give  out  jelly,  too),  45  cans 
of  beans,  cereal  twice  a  month  to  all  the 
families  with  children,  and  all  the  other 
non-perishables  that  fill  out  the  baskets. 

This  holiday  season,  please  remember  us! 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denomina- 
tional), 355  Clayton  Rd.  229-8560;  parsonage  (860) 
824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages 
3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 
provided.  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  1156  Ashley 
Falls  Rd.  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Betty 
LeGeyt,  Pastor 

NORTH  EGREMONT 

North  Egremont  Baptist,  Egremont  Plain  Rd.  (Rt. 
71)  528-6066.  Sunday:  10am  Worship;  Monday:  6pm 
Bible  Study.  Rev.  Stephen  Vannah,  Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist), 
North  St.  528-4197.  Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am. 
Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are 
updated  weekly  on  the  answering  machine 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd.  528- 
6378.  Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service.  Saturday:  10am 
Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher, 
Associate  Rabbi  Ari  Rosenberg 


Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  S.  Berkshire. 

Meets  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  St. 
5284850;  home  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm  service.  Rev. 
Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,180 

Main  St.  229-881  I.Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucha- 
rist; 10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care;  Thursday: 
10am  Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7  & 
Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational),  125  Main  St.  229-8173. 
Sunday:  10am  Worship,  Sunday  School,  10am.  Rev. 
Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave. 
229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield 
7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Father 
Henry  Kowalczyk 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational),  1970  N.  Main 
St.  528-2911,  www.sheffieldchapel.org.  Sunday:  10:45am 
Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Wed.: 
Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor:  Corey  McLaughlin 


II 


Library  News 


RECOMMENDED  READING 

True  Compass  by  Edward  M.  Kennedy  (Hatchett  Book 
Group,  2009). 

Marilyn  and  I  have  hiking  friends.  We  like  them,  particu- 
larly when  we  are  on  the  trail;  but  politically  they  are  more 
conservative.  We've  adjusted  to  that.  Still,  I  was  taken  by 
surprise  by  a  question  from  one  of  their  friends. "Do  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  really  like  Teddy  Kennedy?"  he  asked  incredu- 
lously. In  a  moment  of  rare  wisdom  I  replied,  "Well,  they  keep 
voting  for  him!" 

And  so  they  did.  For  47  years  he  served  as  our  senator.  He 
loved  the  Berkshires,  and,  so  I  am  told,  his  constituent  services 
were  second  to  none.  He  was  known  as  "the  lion  of  the  Senate." 
In  the  debate  about  health  care  both  Democrats  and  Republi- 
cans lamented  the  loss  of  his  ability  to  form  working  alliances 
on  both  sides  of  the  aisle. 

I  have  respected  him  deeply  and  was  eager  to  read  his  mem- 
oir. Interestingly,  he  calls  it  a  "memoir,"  not- an  autobiography, 
and  large  parts  were  written  during  the  year  after  he  had  been 
diagnosed  with  brain  cancer.  It  was  a  fascinating,  disappointing 
and  inspiring  read — all  three. 

As  a  journal  of  the  most  important  leader  ol  progressive 
American  politics  for  the  last  half  century,  it  was  fascinating, 
illuminating  aspects  of  my  life  since  his  adult  years  roughly 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  Yotk  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Li- 
tchfield County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit 
our  website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate. 
com,  e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call 
us  at  413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 
Hours:Tues.-Thurs.  10-5;  Fri.  1 0-8;  Sat.  10-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


parallel  mine.  The  book  quotes  liberally  from  his  writing  and 
speeches  and  is  full  of  historical  insight.  I  learned  about  his 
least  and  most  favorite  presidents.  Special  attention,  of  course, 
is  devoted  to  the  major  issues  of  our  time:  civil  rights,  Vietnam, 
Watergate,  the  quest  for  peace  in  Northern  Ireland  and  the 
cause  of  his  life,  improved  health  care  for  all  Americans. 

But  it  was  also  disappointing.  I  expected  to  discover  what 
lay  behind  the  public  mask.  What  really  happened  at  Chap- 
paquiddick,  for  instance?  How  did  he  wrestle  with  the  deaths  of 
his  three  brothers,  two  by  assassination?  His  son's  cancer,  which 
caused  him  to  lose  a  leg  early  in  life?  His  divorce  from  his  first 
wife,  Joan?  I  was  unsatisfied. 

And  yet,  it  was  inspiring.  True  Compass  is  an  apt  title.  The 
book  is  dedicated  to  his  second  wife,  Vicki,  his  "true  compass  on 
the  voyage."  It  recalls  his  love  of  sailing.  After  the  assassination 
of  Jack  and  Bobby,  his  son's  battle  with  cancer  and  learning  ol 
his  own  prognosis,  he  turned  to  the  sea  and  his  beloved  sailboat 
Mya  for  relief.  "Sailing,  for  me,  has  always  been  a  metaphor  for 
life,"  he  writes.  But,  after  leaving  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, burdened  by  the  knowledge  that  his  life  would  soon  end, 
he  also  notes  that  sailing  "was  more  than  a  metaphor:  it  was 
an  affirmation  of  life.  Mya  cut  smartly  through  the  sparkling 
waters  of  Nantucket  Sound  under  a  brisk  wind — the  same 
waters  on  which  Jack  had  taught  me  to  sail  more  than  sixty-five 
years  earlier." 

At  the  end  of  the  memoir,  he  recalls  a  conversation  with  his 
grandson  Teddy.  Teddy  had  been  very  discouraged  about  his 
own  inability  to  sail.  So  he  had  turned  to  grandfather  for  advice. 
Kennedy  told  him,  simply,  that  he  "had  to  try  harder."  Teddy 
did  and  close  to  the  end  of  Kennedy's  life  won  an  award  for 
"Most  Improved  Sailor,"  which  thrilled  his  grandfather.  Reflect- 
ing on  Teddy's  success,  he  concludes  his  memoir:  "This  is  the 
greatest  lesson  a  child  can  learn.  It  is  the  greatest  lesson  anyone 
can  learn.  It  has  been  the  greatest  lesson  I  have  learned:  if  you 
persevere,  stick  with  it,  work  at  it,  you  have  a  real  opportunity 
to  achieve  something.  Sure,  there  will  be  storms  along  the  way. 
And  you  might  not  reach  your  goal  right  away,  but  if  you  do 
your  best  and  keep  a  true  compass,  you'll  get  there." 

— John  G.  Wightman 


silk!s  variety 


Beer/wine/spirits 
and  much  more!! 


107  JVicdn  Street 
shcffi&ld,  JWi 
4-13.Z23.870Z 
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LOCAL  AUTHORS'  DAY  IS  NOVEMBER  7 


The  Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  will  hold  the  seventh  annual 
Local  Authors'  Day  celebration  on  Sat., 
Nov.  7,  from  10am  tol2:30pm  at  the 
library.  Come  and  enjoy  a  chat  with 
your  neighbor  who  just  happens  to  be  a 
published  author,  get  an  autograph,  or 
start  your  holiday  shopping — there  will 
be  books  for  sale. 

On  hand  will  be  about  50  authors 
and  illustrators,  including  10  from  Shef- 
field. Cheryl  Blackburn,  Sue  MacVeety, 
Ben  Hillman,  Tracy  Mack  and  Michael 
Citron  are  attending  with  their  wonder- 
ful children's  books.  Marlene  Hurley 
Marshall's  Shell  Chic  and  Making  Bits 
and  Pieces:  Mosaics  are  grand  examples 
of  books  of  the  decorative  arts.  A  visit 
with  Seymour  "Rob"  Robins,  paper  art- 
ist, raconteur,  and  author  of  a  book  on 
macular  degeneration,  is  a  delight  on  any 
day.  Andrea  Scott  is  back  with  her  books 
on  art  and  the  Berkshires. 

A  new  participant  this  year  is 
Emmanuel  Dongala  of  Ashley  Falls, 
who  is  a  chemist  and  currently  holder  of 
the  Richard  B.  Fisher  Chair  in  Natural 
Sciences  at  Simon's  Rock.  As  a  chemist, 
Professor  Dongala's  studies  center  on 
stereochemistry  and  asymmetric  synthe- 
sis as  well  as  on  environmental  toxicol- 
ogy, but  Emmanuel  Dongala  is  also  an 
award-winning  Congolese  novelist.  He 
writes  in  French;  his  novels  have  been 
translated  into  a  dozen  languages.  His 
Le  Feu  des  Origines  (The  Fire  of  Origins) 
received  the  Grand  Prix  d'Afrique  Noire 
and  the  Grand  Prix  de  la  Fondation  de 
France.  The  Los  Angeles  Times  selected 


his  most  recent  novel,  Johnny  Mad  Dog, 
as  one  of  its  books  of  the  year. 

Also  new  this  year  are  Brooke  Janis 
and  Charles  Steinhacker.  Janis's  book, 
First  Dogs:  American  Presidents  and 
their  Best  Friends  and  Steinhacker's 
Dogga  Brown:  The  $50,000  Dog  will 
delight  readers. 

Last  year,  authors  Jana  Laiz  (from 
Egremont)  and  Ann-Elizabeth  Barnes 
(of  Great  Barrington)  had  written  a 
manuscript  about  Mumbet  for  elemen- 
tary school  children.  Jana  met  illustra- 
tor Jacqueline  Rogers,  of  Chatham, 
NY,  at  last  year's  Local  Authors'  Day. 
Jacqueline  agreed  to  do  the  artwork  for 
the  book.  The  Friends  and  the  trustees 
of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  are  very 
proud  of  having  a  small  part  in  bringing 
this  new  book  on  Mumbet  to  fruition. 

As  usual,  many  volunteers  in  Shef- 
field help  to  make  Local  Authors'  Day 
a  success.  Inez  Flinn  sees  that  there  are 
refreshments  all  morning  long  and  gets 
volunteers  to  bake  all  the  desserts  at  the 
luncheon,  which  is  produced  by  Pam 
Bloodworth  and  Barbara  Burns.  Sisters 
Melissa  Joyce  and  Laurie  Briggs  make 
sure  the  coffee  pots  are  full  and  that  the 
goodie  trays  are  passed  about  by  their 
young  helpers. 

Library  trustee  Susan  Young's  hus- 
band, Tom,  is  the  parking  tsar  along  with 
her  brother,  David,  and  Town  Admin- 
istrator Joe  Kellogg.  Her  sister,  Gig,  has 
helped  serve  refreshments  and  food  at  the 
luncheon  for  years. 

Come  meet  the  authors  and  enjoy  the 
celebration  of  our  local  talent! 


LIBRARY  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

Reading  award.  For  their  enthu- 
siastic participation  in  the  summer 
reading  program,  Ethan  Benoit  and 
Finn  Chebatoris  were  awarded 
gift  certificates  from  the  Bookloft. 
Congratulations! 


Ethan  Benoit  and  Finn  Chebatoris, 
winners  of  summer  reading  prize 

Movie  for  kids.  A  movie  for  chil- 
dren, a  regular  feature  at  the  Library, 
will  be  held  on  Fri.,Nov.  I  3,  from  3 
to  5pm. Those  interested  in  attending, 
please  register  at  the  front  desk. 

Knitting.  The  Library's  "Sit  and 
Knit"  program  takes  place  every 
Wednesday  from  6  to  8pm. 

A  message  from  your  librarians: 
"Enjoy  the  holidays!  Take  time  to  read  or 
listen  to  a  book." 


Dawn  O'Neit's  Family  Child  Care 


1701  Hewins  Street 
Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 
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Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Aug.  17 — The  Board  dealt  with  various 
appointments.  It  appointed  the  Solid 
Waste  Task  Force:  Greig  Siedor,  Ted  Pit- 
man, Fred  Panitz,  David  Steindler,  Peter 
Stiglin,  David  Smith  Sr.,  Bart  Elsbach, 
and  Marcia  Friedman. 

It  made  further  appointments:  Noah 
Parsons  and  Donald  Perry  to  the  Dis- 
abilities Commission;  Rick  Esposito  to  the 
Historical  Commission;  Richard  ChernefF 


past.  Administrator  Kellogg  will  check 
with  Town  Counsel  and  other  towns, 
and  Chairman  David  Macy  advised 
Trierweiler  to  contact  the  town's  Zon- 
ing Enforcement  Officer  to  make  sure 
his  proposed  business  is  allowed  by  the 
zoning  bylaws. 

Selectman  Julie  Hannum  thanked 
Lila  Milukas  for  the  great  work  she  has 
done  as  a  college  intern  for  the  Town  this 


to  the  Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Com-      summer.  She  congratulated  Pine  Island 


mission;  John  Stookey  and  Paul  O'Brien 
to  the  Housing  Commission,  with  Kathy 
Orlando  as  an  alternate;  and  Rosemarie 
Wright  to  the  Council  on  Aging. 

Town  Administrator  Joe  Kellogg 
explained  that  the  Red  Cross  is  mandated 


Farm  for  receiving  a  grant  for  the  installa- 
tion of  a  manure  digester. 

Selectman  Rene  Wood  noted  that  Berk- 
shire Regional  Planning  Commission  has 
received  funds  for  their  technical  assistance 
program.  The  Town  will  continue  to  benefit 


to  provide  services  to  victims  of  disaster  and     from  this  program.  She  gave  an  update  on 


has  requested  a  statement  of  understand- 
ing from  the  Town  to  use  Town  Hall  as  an 
alternate  site  for  an  emergency  shelter.  The 
Board  approved  the  understanding. 

The  Board  approved  a  curb  cut  for 
Mark  Hohlstein  and  Linda  Keller  at 
the  corner  of  Water  Farm  and  Home 
Roads.  The  curb  cut  has  been  approved 
by  the  Police  Chief  and  the  Highway 
Superintendent.  It  approved  a 
temporary  sign  permit  in  the 
Village  Green  for  Mt.  Everett 
High  School  for  home  soccer 
and  basketball  games. 

Andre  Gordon  applied  for 
an  antique  and  second-hand 
goods  license  for  his  business, 
Retrouve,  located  at  725  North  Main  St. 
The  Board  approved  the  license.  Nick 
Trierweiler  inquired  about  obtaining  a 
livery  license,  something  not  issued  in  the 


Find  phone  num- 
bers, news,  meeting 
minutes  and  agendas 
at  the  Sheffield 
town  website: 
www.shefffieldma.gov 


wind-siting  legislation,  whose  process  has 
slowed  to  allow  more  discussion. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that 
the  Town  has  received  a  Community 
Development  Block  Grant  from  stimu- 
lus funding  to  construct  a  new  Senior 
Center.  Transfer  Station  billing  letters 
have  been  mailed  and  are  available  on 
the  Town  website.  The  Sheffield  Fair, 

on  Sept.  12,  will  host  its  1st 
Annual  Showmanship  and 
Fitting  Competition.  Bids  for 
the  new  pumper  tanker  for 
the  Fire  Department  should 
be  going  out  within  the 
next  two  weeks.  So  far,  17 
residents  have  contacted  his 
office  for  the  purchase  of  compost  bins. 
The  minimum  order  is  20.  The  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  is  in  the  process  of  updating  and 
repairing  the  ladder  signs  in  Town. 


Some  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings 

are  aired  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  16. 

Check  schedule  for  times. . 


Sept.  2 — Richard  Boardman,  Fire 
Chief,  together  with  Deputy  Chiefs  John 
Ullrich,  Robert  Beham,  and  Pete  Batac- 
chi,  were  present  for  a  discussion  about 
specifications  for  the  new  fire  truck. 

Administrator  Kellogg  and  Chief 
Boardman  discussed  whether  the 
new  truck  would  be  compliant  with 
National  Fire  Protection  Assoc, 
standards.  Kellogg  said  that  Special 
Town  Counsel  at  Kopelman  and  Paige 
advised  the  town  to  conduct  sufficient 
research  to  assure  that  the  vehicle  was 
designed  to  be  safe.  Chief  Boardman 
told  the  Board  that  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment has  considered  the  issue  and  the 
department  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
specifications  as  written  for  a  com- 
mercial chassis  and  cab  meet  the  Town's 
needs  and  do  not  compromise  safety. 
They  will  write  a  memorandum  to  the 
Board,  confirming  this  determination. 

The  Board  voted  to  approve  the 
specifications  as  written. 

The  Board  also  approved  temporary 
sign  permits  for  the  Village  Green  for  the 
Kiwanis  Steak  Roast  and  Sheffield  Fair. 

There  were  brief  discussions  about 
the  Camp/ Davidson  driveway  issue, 
outdoor  wood  boilers  on  Boardman  St., 
and  the  Solid  Waste  Task  Force. 

Sept.  8 — The  Board  announced  appoint- 
ments: Priscilla  Cote  to  the  Board  of 
Health;  Rene  C.  Wood  as  an  ex-officio 
member  of  the  Economic  Development 
Committee;  David  Wells  to  the  Disabili- 
ties Commission. 

After  researching  the  matter,  the 
Board  was  prepared  to  grant  Nick  Trier- 
weiler his  request  for  a  Livery  License  to 
operate  from  his  residence  at  329  Cross 
Rd.  at  a  fee  of  $25per  year  with  proof 
of  insurance.  The  Building  Inspector 
was  consulted  and  said  the  business  is  in 
compliance  with  zoning.  Any  employees 
must  be  checked  with  the  state's  Criminal 
Offender  Record  Information  system. 

Keith  Neal,  from  155  County  Rd., 
was  present  to  request  placement  of  a  cul- 
vert on  the  road  to  reduce  the  water  in  his 
yard.  Board  members  noted  that  the  situ- 
ation did  not  appear  to  be  a  Town  matter 
but  instead  an  issue  between  neighbors. 
It  was  agreed,  however  that  the  Board 
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would  ask  the  Highway  Superintendent 
to  determine  if  the  road  was  at  risk. 

The  Board  approved  a  one-day  beer 
and  wine  license  for  a  Southern  Berkshire 
Chamber  of  Commerce  event  on  Sept. 
10  on  the  Village  Green.  It  also  approved 
a  temporary  sign  permit  for  a  Historical 
Society  exhibit  to  be  held  at  the  Stone 
Store  between  Sept.  19  and  Nov.  1. 

It  gave  Todd  Clay  permission  to  bow 
hunt  only  at  the  Town  Park  and  bow, 
shotgun  and  black  powder  hunt  in  the 
Town  Forest. 

The  board  agreed  that  this  will  be 
the  fourth  year  the  Town  will  participate 
in  the  Massachusetts  Municipal  Assoc.'s 
Sixth  Grade  Essay  Contest.  The  essay  is 
on  the  topic  "If  I  were  elected  leader  of 
my  community,  I  would  make  a  difference 
by..."  Selectman  Hannum  will  coordinate 
the  contest. 

Chairman  Macy  thanked  Selectmen 
Hannum  and  Wood  for  their  work  on 
the  Business  after  Hours  event,  to  be  held 
Sept.  10.  [See  story  on  page  19.] 

Selectman  Wood  noted  that  Lila 
Milukas,  the  summer  intern,  worked 
with  the  Chairmen  of  various  Boards 
and  Committees  to  gather  information  to 
update  the  Town's  website.  A  survey  form 
has  been  created  for  residents  to  give 
their  input  on  the  website  update.  The 
forms  will  be  available  on  the  website  and 
at  the  Sheffield  Fair. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that 
bulky  waste  collection  has  been  set  for 
Oct.  16,  17  and  18. 

He  and  Chairman  Macy  attended  a 
planning  meeting  regarding  H1N1  flu  clin- 
ics to  be  held  at  the  school.  Information  will 
be  announced  as  soon  as  dates  are  set. 

There  will  be  a  special  election  on  Jan. 
19,  2010,  to  fill  the  vacant  Senate  seat 
created  by  Senator  Kennedy's  passing. 
The  primary  will  be  held  on  December 
8.  The  last  day  to  register  to  vote  in  this 
primary  will  be  November  18. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that  the 
tentative  date  for  oil  and  stone  paving  on 
East  and  West  Roads  will  be  Sept.  18.  Let- 
ters will  be  sent  to  residents  on  these  roads. 

The  Solid  Waste  Task  Force  has  a 
meeting  scheduled  for  Sept.  9.  The  Board 
adopted  the  charge  as  written  by  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg. 

Sept.  21 — Stephanie  Blumenthal 
was  present  to  request  that  two  water 
fountains  be  installed,  one  on  the  Village 
Green  and  one  in  the  Town  Park.  Beth 


Bartholomew  from  the 
Sheffield  Water  Com- 
pany was  also  present 
to  say  that  the  Sheffield 
Water  Company  will 
donate  the  fountains 
and  their  installation. 
The  fountains  would  be 
shut  off  in  the  winter, 
and  the  Sheffield  Water 
Company  would  not  bill 
the  Town  for  the  water. 
Discussion  ensued 
regarding  location. 
Administrator  Kellogg 
will  coordinate  with 
the  Water  Company, 
Joe  Wilkinson,  the 
Park  and  Recreation  Committee  and 
Stephanie  Blumenthal  to  decide  on  the 
exact  locations.  The  Board  unanimously 
agreed  to  endorse  the  donation. 

The  Board  approved  a  curb  cut  for 
Bruce  Howden  at  371  Rannapo  Rd. 
It  has  been  approved  by  the  Highway 
Superintendent  and  Police  Chief. 

Trudy  Weaver  Miller  was  present 
to  discuss  her  letter  requesting  a  stop 
sign  at  the  end  of  Elm  Court.  Chairman 
Macy  explained  that  Elm  Court  is  pri- 
vate and  intersects  with  Route  7,  a  state 
highway  that's  not  under  the  Town's 
jurisdiction.  Discussion  ensued  regard- 
ing the  intersection  and  the  cross  walk 
near  the  intersection.  Administrator 
Kellogg  will  check  with  the  Police  Dept. 
about  the  signs  that  used  to  be  placed 
in  the  crosswalks.  The  Board  decided  to 
send  a  letter  to  Mass  Highway  request- 
ing a  stop  sign  at  the  end  of  Elm  Court 
and  that  the  crosswalk  location  at  that 
intersection  be  reevaluated. 

Selectman  Hannum,  the  Town's 
representative  to  the  Metropolitan  Plan- 
ning Organization,  gave  a  brief  overview 
of  the  group,  which  decides  how  state 
and  federal  funds  are  spent  in  Berkshire 
County.  The  Board  decided  that  she  will 
remain  the  Town's  representative. 

Selectman  Wood  distributed  a  copy 
of  changes  in  ethics  guidelines  that  will 
become  effective  July  1,  2010.  Online 
training  for  all  public  employees  will  be 
available  Oct.  1.  The  Town  has  to  appoint 
a  liaison  on  or  before  February  1,  2010. 

Selectman  Wood  noted  that  the  Fifth 
Thursday  dinner  to  be  held  on  Oct.  29 
will  host  a  speaker  on  the  Green  Com- 
munities Act.  The  new  Housing  Com- 
mission and  Commission  on  Disabilities 


TOWN  HALL  NEWS 

Special  town  meeting  may  be  in  the  works.  The 

Board  of  Selectman  are  considering  a  special  Town 
Meeting  to  deal  with  a  number  of  zoning  bylaw  changes, 
including  perhaps  a  major  revision  of  the  sign  bylaw.  The 
special  meeting  most  likely  would  be  held  sometime  in 
January.  If  the  Planning  Board  isn't  ready  with  its  revi- 
sions, the  bylaw  revisions  would  likely  be  held  until  the 
annual  Town  Meeting  in  May. 

Winter  parking  ban.  Residents  are  reminded  that 
Town  prohibits  overnight  parking  from  Nov.  I  to  April 
I  .The  penalty  for  parking  on  any  street  for  longer  than 
one  hour  between  I  and  6am  or  when  the  streets  are 
snow  covered  is  $35.  Compliance  will  help  our  Highway 
Dept.  do  a  better  job  of  snow  removal  and  not  block 
emergency  vehicles  during  the  winter  months. 


have  asked  Administrator  Kellogg  to 
organize  startup  meetings. 

Selectman  Hannum  noted  that  Shef- 
field in  Celebration's  Sheffield  Fair  on  Sept. 
12  was  a  great  success.  She  reported  that 
the  Business  after  Hours  event  on  Sept.  10 
had  a  wonderful  turnout  and  she  thanked 
the  businesses,  organizers  and  staff  that 
helped  make  this  event  successful. 

Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that  20 
people  had  finally  signed  up  for  compost 
bins,  so  an  order  had  been  placed  and  the 
bins  should  arrive  in  7  to  10  days.  The 
bins  have  to  be  ordered  in  lots  of  20.  If  20 
more  people  sign  up,  another  order  will 
be  placed.  Anyone  interested  in  a  corn- 
poster  can  contact  his  office  to  be  added 
to  the  list.  A  free  composting  workshop 
will  be  held  in  October. 

Kellogg  stated  that  surplus  vehicles 
have  been  put  out  for  bids:  2003  Crown 
Victoria  police  cruiser;  1993  Interna- 
tional dump  truck;  1990  International 
dump  truck;  1986  International  truck 
with  sander.  Anyone  interested  should 
contact  his  office  for  further  information. 

He  reported  that  portions  of  East 
and  West  Roads  were  oil  and  stone  paved 
today.  The  pavement  resembles  a  dirt 
road  because  of  the  color  of  the  stones 
used.  Shunpike,  Nancy,  Bunce  and  Rich- 
ard roads  will  be  resurfaced  with  oil  and 
stone  within  the  next  few  days. 

The  Board  approved  a  temporary 
sign  on  the  Village  Green  for  the  Christ 
Episcopal  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  silent 
auction  on  October  10  and  the  Library 
Local  Author's  Day  to  be  held  on  Nov.  7. 

The  Board  also  approved  a  letter  of 
support  requested  by  Kathy  Orlando 
for  a  grant  application  for  the  Sheffield 

Continued  on  page  16 
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Village  Green 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  I  pm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 

Sun.:  8:30am-2pm 


Land  Trust  to  work  with  Greenagers 
and  the  school  to  replace  a  bridge  near 
the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  campus. 

Oct.  5 — Chairman  Macy  said  that  James 
McGarry,  Ed  Lord,  Eric  Carlson  and 
David  Smith,  Jr.,  have  requested  to  be 
appointed  to  the  Highway  Garage  Design 
Study  Committee.  Action  will  take  place 
at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Board  appointed  Laura  Grun- 
feld  to  the  Commission  on  Disabilities. 
Administrator  Kellogg  will  set  up  initial 
meetings  for  both  the  Commission  on 
Disabilities  and  the  Housing  Commis- 
sion. It  appointed  Administrator  Kellogg 
as  the  Town's  liaison  to  the  State  Ethics 
Commission. 

The  Board  granted  the  Sheffield 
Grange,  LLC,  370  Sheffield  Plain,  an 
antique  and  second-hand  goods  license. 

The  grant  agreements  for  the  Com- 
munity Development  Block  Grant  for  the 
new  senior  center  were  received  today. 
The  Board  authorized  Administrator 
Kellogg  to  review  and  sign  the  contract. 


Selectman  Wood  inquired  about 
the  report  from  the  request  for  a  culvert 
on  County  Rd.  near  the  Neal  residence. 
Administrator  Kellogg  reported  that  the 
Highway  Superintendent  determined 
that  a  culvert  is  not  required  to  maintain 
the  integrity  of  the  road.  Discussion 
ensued.  It  was  the  consensus  of  the  Board 
to  evaluate  the  situation  again  when  the 
road  is  scheduled  for  repaving. 

Per  Chief  McGarry's  recommendation, 
the  Board  set  Halloween  Trick  or  Treat 
Hours  on  Oct.  31  as  5:30  to  7:30pm. 

It  approved  temporary  roadside  signs 
for  an  Undermountain  PTO  tag  sale  to 
be  held  on  Oct.  24  and  a  Cookie  Walk  to 
be  held  on  Dec.  5. 

The  Board  approved  temporary 
roadside  signs  and  a  one-day  wine 
and  malt  license  for  The  Marketplace 
Kitchen  on  Oct.  17,  for  a  fundraiser  at 
the  Town  Park  benefiting  the  Sheffield 
Hose  Company  and  Fire  Department. 
Dan  Jimmerson  from  The  Marketplace 
was  present  and  requested  that  the  fees 
for  the  license  be  waived  since  it  was  a 
fundraiser  for  a  Town  department.  After 


discussion,  the  Board  agreed. 

Chief  Rick  Boardman  recommended 
awarding  the  bid  for  a  new  3,000-gallon 
pumper/tanker  fire  truck  to  Pierce 
Manufacturing,  and  the  Board  agreed. 

Martha  King  wrote  a  letter  requesting 
a  streetlight  be  installed  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.  and 
Route  7.  The  matter  was  referred  to 
Chief  McGarry  for  a  recommendation. 

Selectman  Wood  noted  that  the 
Economic  Development  Committee 
will  hold  its  first  meeting  on  Oct.  7.  The 
Committee  is  still  looking  for  members. 
Anyone  interested  in  joining  should  send 
the  Board  a  letter. 

Selectman  Hannum  stated  that  she 
attended  the  Metropolitan  Planning  Orga- 
nization Caucus  and  has  been  voted  the 
alternate  delegate  for  the  southwest  district. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that  bids 
for  winter  road  sand  for  Sheffield  and 
Great  Barrington  have  been  advertised. 
The  Town  is  in  the  process  of  seek- 
ing bids  to  dispose  of  surplus  vehicles; 
anyone  interested  should  contact  the 
Administrator's  office. 


Happy  Holidays  from 

SHEFFIELD  POTTERY 
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SENIOR  CENTER:  Joining  forces  and  making  new  friends 


There  is  a  saying  that  goes,  "If  you've  seen 
one  senior  center,  you've  seen  one  senior 
center."  Most  of  the  towns  in  Massa- 
chusetts have  a  Council  On  Aging,  and 
more  than  300  have  some  form  of  senior 
center.  They  range  from  a  part-time 
volunteer-staffed  room  in  town  hall  or  a 
place  where  meals  are  served  to  extensive 
multipurpose  facilities  with  state-of-the- 
art  amenities. 

Sheffield  will  soon  join  the  ranks 
of  towns  like  Great  Barrington  that 
have  good  facilities  for  its  senior  center. 
What  is  even  more  exciting,  the  Sheffield 
Council  On  Aging  and  the  Claire  Teague 
Center  in  Great  Barrington  are  already 
working  to  share  programs  and  expand 
the  possibilities  in  both  spaces. 

Currently,  the  towns'  Meals  on 
Wheels  programs  are  integrated,  with 
the  Sheffield  drivers  picking  up  the  daily 
meals  from  Claire  Teague  for  delivery 
to  their  rural  routes  while  a  group  meal 
is  served  at  the  Great  Barrington  center, 
available  to  all  seniors  from  Sheffield  and 
surrounding  areas. 

Recently,  there  have  been  exchanges 
and  invitations  for  combined  programs 
funded  by  the  Local  Cultural  Councils. 
With  center  locations  within  five  miles 
of  each  other,  there  is  great  opportunity 
for  varied  programming  serving  multiple 
communities.  Space  has  been  shared  for 
Community  Action  Council  interviews 
for  fuel  assistance,  and  for  foot,  blood- 
pressure  and  flu-shot  clinics,  providing 
seniors  with  two  options  for  appoint- 


mi! 


[hth 
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flict 


ments  when  they 
getting  to  one. 

Folks  from  both  centers  have  gone  on 
leaf  peeping  trips  and  casino  trips  together. 
In  November,  the  Claire  Teague  Center  is 
hosting  a  bingo  and  lunch  get-together  with 
directors  of  both  Senior  Centers,  John- 
Arthur  Miller  from  Sheffield  and  Rebecca 
Tillinghast  from  Great  Barrington,  kicking 
the  fun  off  as  dueling  callers. 

The  new  center  in  Sheffield  is  arriving 
just  in  time,  as  the  aging  baby  boomer 
generation  swells  the  numbers  of  our 


seniors.  The  groundbreaking  will  prob- 
ably take  place  in  the  spring.  Once  the 
center  is  completed  shortly  thereafter,  the 
increased  space  and  hopefully  staffing 
will  create  more  chances  for  collaboration 
with  Great  Barrington.  John- Arthur  and 
Rebecca  will  both  be  working  hard  to 
make  town  and  state  dollars  stretch,  and 
they  are  excited  about  future  possibilities 
for  serving  the  unmet  needs  of  the  senior 
population. 

— John-Arthur  Miller,  Director 
Sheffield  COA  and  Senior  Center 


A  PEACOCK  FORTHE  SENIOR  CENTER 


In  2006,  a  group  of  Sheffield  seniors  took 
a  bus  to  the  Boston  Flower  Show.  It  was 
a  huge  and  fabulous  array  by  dealers  and 
landscape  architects.  One  of  the  dealers 
had  a  display  garden  with  a  peacock  in 
it.As  we  were  having  coffee  afterward, 
Inez  Flinn  mentioned  that  garden.  We 
thought  it  would  be  grand  to  have  that 
kind  of  garden  by  our  new  Senior  Center 
whenever  we  would  get  it. 

The  next  spring,  at  the  annual  Senior 
Center  Appreciation  Luncheon,  Barbara 
Fletcher,  the  center's  assistant  director, 
gave  me  a  24-inch  long  peacock  feather 
as  a  thank  you  and  an  emblem  of  a 
senior  center  worthy  of  a  peacock  in 
the  back  garden. 

Our  peacock  feather  is  waiting  for 
that  building  and  that  garden,  and  now 
we  are  close!  We  have  the  contract  for 
the  state  Community  Block  Grant  that 
the  American  Recovery  Act  supplied. 
Contractors  should  be  hired  this  winter, 


with  groundbreaking  next  spring.  Really! 
We  are  going  to  have  a  Senior  Center! 
The  town  Council  On  Aging  and  the 
Friends  of  the  Senior  Center,  a  non- 
profit group  founded  to  promote  the 
programs  and  activities  of  the  center 
and  help  raise  funds  to  support  these 
programs  and  activities,  now  need  to 
get  going  to  make  the  dream  of  a  great 
Senior  Center  come  true. 

The  Friends  are  asking  you  to 
become  Friends.Volunteers  of  all  kinds 
are  needed,  to  answer  the  phone,  help 
with  the  paperwork,  lead  committees,  be 
on  committees,  spread  the  word,  help 
raise  money  and  keep  track  of  money 
and  spend  the  money.At  the  least,  come 
to  a  meeting  and  share  your  opinion. 

To  find  out  how  to  be  a  Friend,  call 
the  Senior  Center  at  229-7022  or  email 
The  Friends  at  www.bevrkil9@aol.com. 
— Pauline  Schumann,  President, 
Friends  of  the  Senior  Center 


ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE  STARTS  TO  MEET 

The  Economic  Development  Committee  had  its  third  mem- 
ber appointed  in  August,  giving  it  enough  members  to  begin 
implementing  the  Economic  Development  Plan  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  October  2008.  It  has  focused  on 
two  efforts  it  believes  will  have  an  immediate  positive  impact: 
developing  a  "How  to  Do  Business  in  Sheffield"  brochure  and 
researching  how  to  set  up  an  optional  informal  project  review 
process,  which  an  applicant  could  use  prior  to  filing  an  applica- 
tion for  a  special  permit,  subdivision  or  other  required  permit. 

The  aim  is  to  help  people  understand  what  is  required  in 
navigating  the  permitting  process  and  when  a  special  permit 
or  other  approval  is  involved,  give  applicants  another  way 
to  become  familiar  with  the  information  they  must  provide, 


time  lines  and  other  particulars  prior  to  beginning  the 
permitting  process. 

Both  projects  are  designed  to  support  Town  boards  and 
commissions,  reduce  unanticipated  expenses  to  applicants  and 
continue  Sheffield's  reputation  as  a  good  place  to  do  business. 

At  its  Oct.  19  meeting,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  approved 
the  committee's  request  for  technical  assistance  from  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission  to  support  these  projects.  The 
committee  plans  to  work  with  all  major  stakeholders  in  town  as 
it  finalizes  its  recommendations. 

Committee  members  so  far  are  James  Kelly,  Kevin  Schmitz 
and  Rene  Wood  (ex-officio),  and  more  are  being  sought.  The 
next  meeting  is  Wed.,  Nov.  4  at  5pm.  All  are  welcome. 
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TOWN  PHONE  NUMBERS 

Sheffield  Town  Hall  main  number 
229-7000 


Assessor 

x  155 

Board  of  Selectmen 

x  152 

Building  Inspector 

x  156 

Tax  Collector 

x  153 

Town  Administrator 

x  152 

Town  Clerk 

x  151 

Fire  Dept.  non-emergency 

229-7033 

Library 

229-7004 

Police  Dept.  non-emergency 

229-8522 

Transfer  Station 

229-7019 

TRANSFER  STATION  TASK  FORCE  MEETS 

Last  summer,  after  many  Sheffield  residents  expressed  dismay  Pitman,  Greig  Siedor, 

at  proposed  changes  in  how  they  would  be  charged  to  dispose  of      David  Smith,  Sr., 
household  trash  at  the  Transfer  Station,  the  Sheffield  Board  of         David  Steindler  and 
Selectmen  appointed  a  panel  of  volunteers  to  study  the  situation:      Peter  Stiglin.  The  fact 
the  Solid  Waste  Task  Force. 

Currently,  the  Transfer  Station  is  operated  as  an  "enter- 
prise fund,"  with  the  cost  of  trucking  away  the  trash  paid  for 
mainly  by  annual  dump  stickers.  Under  Massachusetts  state 
law,  an  enterprise  fund  is  a  separate  budget  entity,  with  its  own 
accounting  system,  that  provides  municipal  services  through 
fees  for  those  services.  Under  this  structure,  costs  besides  those 
of  running  the  Transfer  Station  (such  as  maintenance  and 
administrative  costs)  are  attributed  to  the  fund. 

The  actual  cost  of  getting  rid  of  Sheffield's  trash  is  around 
$70,000  a  year.  (Trucking  away  recyclables  costs  about  $20,000,  an 
amount  typically  offset  by  their  proceeds.) 

The  Transfer  Stations  budget,  which  includes  those  added 
"fund"  costs,  is  around  $150,000  in  the  current  fiscal  year,  slightly 
higher  than  the  previous  year.  In  FY08,  stickers  cost  $107  and 
generated  $136,000.  In  FY09,  stickers  cost  $129  and  800  were 
sold,  generating  $107,000.  This  year's  stickers  cost  $193  ($134  for 
seniors)  and  so  far  1,049  have  been  sold,  for  a  total  of  $154,000, 
and  not  all  households  have  responded.  That  means  that  so  far  this      by  Jan.  1. 
year,  the  enterprise  fund  budget  is  well  in  the  black.  Public  participation  is  strongly  encouraged.  If  you  have  an 

The  Task  Force  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  opinion  or  suggestion,  show  up.  Future  meetings  will  be  posted 

includes  Bart  Eisbach,  Marcia  Friedman,  Fred  Panitz,  Ted  on  the  Town  Hall  bulletin  board  and  on  the  Town's  website. 


gathering  mandate  of 
the  committee  covers 
these  aspects: 

♦  Analyze  past  usage  patterns  of  the  Transfer  Station  to  gain  an 
understanding  of  the  Town's  needs  for  trash  disposal  and  who  uses 
the  current  system. 

♦  Examine  the  enterprise  system  of  funding  solid  waste  disposal 
and  make  recommendations  as  to  whether  this  system  is  appropriate. 

♦  Research  methods  of  paying  for  solid  waste  disposal 
including  an  analysis  of  fixed-priced,  pay-as-you-throw,  weight- 
based,  and  other  systems. 

+  Examine  Sheffield's  recycling  efforts,  as  well  as  those  of 
other  communities,  and  make  recommendations  on  how  our 
efforts  can  be  improved. 

The  Task  Force  held  meetings  on  Sept.  9  and  Oct.  19.  The 
next  meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  Town  Hall  and  is  open  to 
the  public,  will  be  on  Nov.  2  at  4:30.  It  is  expected  that  the  Task 
Force  will  offer  its  final  recommendations  to  the  Select  Board 


PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 


During  the  meetings  from  Aug.  27 
through  Oct.  8,  the  Planning  Board 
conducted  the  following  business: 

In  August,  the  Board  received  a  Form 
A  Application  from  representatives  of 
Audrey  Crukshank  to  divide  a  property 
located  at  525  Hewins  St.  In  October, 
the  Board  received  an  amended  version 
of  the  same  application  to  straighten 
the  western  property  line  to  improve  an 
access  drive.  The  Board  accepted  these 
divisions  and  changes. 

The  Board  continues  to  draft  improved 
proposed  bylaws  and  welcomes  input. 

On  Sept.  10,  the  Board  conducted 
a  public  hearing  on  the  special  permit 
application  of  Lydon  Developments  LLC 
to  establish  a  motor-vehicle  repair  busi- 
ness and  for  two  signs  larger  than  allowed 
by  right.  Domenic  Lydon,  the  applicant, 
wants  to  locate  it  on  a  Route  7  property 
just  north  of  Sheffield  Foods  on  the  west 
side  of  the  road  (near  the  storage  facility). 
Neighbors  of  the  property  attended — to 
the  north,  Tanya  and  Mickey  Riva  and 


their  attorney;  to  the  south,  Stephen 
Leining  and  Robin  Norris.  Morvin  Allen 
of  Balsam  Hill  Farm  supported  Lydon  at 
the  hearing.  Rene  Wood,  Sheffield  Select- 
man also  attended. 

Questions  raised  in  the  hearing 
focused  on  whether  the  property  includes 
wetlands  and  where  cars  waiting  to  be 
worked  on  would  be  parked.  The  hearing 
was  continued  until  Sept.  24.  The  ques- 
tions had  not  been  answered,  so  the  hear- 
ing was  continued  to  an  indefinite  date. 

Also  on  Sept.  24,  a  group  of  citizens 
appeared  with  a  petition,  which  they  gave 
the  Planning  Board.  The  group  included 
David  and  Marsha  Pottle,  Richard  Espos- 
ito,  Jack  French  and  Pricilla  Cote,  who  all 
live  near  DeVries  Lumber  and  Building 
Supply.  They  spoke  to  the  Board  about 
their  desire  to  be  notified  before  any  major 
changes  occur  in  their  neighborhood,  such 
as  demolition  of  a  house.  The  Board  asked 
for  time  to  review  the  petition. 

In  addition  on  Sept.  24,  the  Board 
conducted  a  public  hearing  on  the  special 


permit  application  of  the  Sheffield 
Grange  LLC.  Gary  Shelto,  the  applicant, 
has  opened  an  antiques  business  in  the 
old  Sheffield  Grange  and  wants  to  put  up 
two  signs  for  his  business  the  same  size 
and  in  the  same  places  as  the  Grange's  old 
signs.  He  described  his  simple  signs  and 
the  lighting  for  them.  No  one  from  the 
public  was  present. 

Over  the  course  of  several  meetings, 
the  Board  has  discussed  the  materials 
stored  by  the  business  Rock  Solid  in 
front  of  its  store  on  Route  7.  On  Oct.  8, 
the  Building  Inspector,  Tom  Carmody, 
spoke  to  the  Board  about  Rock  Solid's 
efforts  to  set  up  materials  storage  in  the 
back  of  the  building. 

Planning  Board  meetings  are  held  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays  of  the 
month  at  7pm.  Notices  of  Special  Permit 
Hearings  and  minutes  are  posted  on  the 
Town's  website,  www.sheffieldma.gov.  All 
are  welcome  at  board  meetings. 

— Nadia  AUllcnvi, 
secretary  to  the  Planning  Board 
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SHEFFIELD  BUSINESSES  SHINE  AT  CHAMBER  EVENT 

Partnering  with  many  organizations  and  businesses,  the  Town 
of  Sheffield  hosted  the  Southern  Berkshire  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce's "Business  After  Hours"  networking  event  on  Sept.  10. 
Nearly  100  people  attended  the  event,  held  under  a  tent  pitched 
between  Old  Parish  Church  and  the  Old  Stone  Store. 

The  idea  of  the  Town  hosting  this  event  was  conceived  over 
two  years  ago  by  Sheffield  Selectman  Julie  Hannum,  who  is  the 
town's  representative  to  the  Chamber.  "This  event  was  a  huge 
success  and  clearly  exceeded  all  of  our  expectations,"  she  said. 
"It  shows  that  our  business  community  needs  to  come  together 
for  networking.  One  business  owner  asked  me  as  he  was  leaving 
when  we  would  host  the  next  event." 

Hannum,  chair  of  the  planning  committee,  offers  special 
thanks  to  committee  members  Dennis  Sears,  Christine  Lud- 
wiszewski,  Kevin  Schmitz,  Catherine  Miller,  Kathy  Orlando, 
Rene  Wood,  David  Smith,  Sr.,  and  Joe  Kellogg  for  their  assis- 
tance and  contributions  to  the  success  of  the  event. 

But  many  more  helped  make  the  event  a  success. "It  was 
truly  another  Sheffield  trademark  "all  hands  on  deck"  endeavor," 
said  Hannum. 

The  planning  committee  sends  a  special  thank  you  to 
local  businesses:  Barb's  Baked  Goods,  The  Bridge  Restaurant, 
Gretta's  Market,  Howden  Farm,  Marketplace  Kitchen  and 
Cafe,  PJ's  Convenience  Store,  Silk's  Variety  and  Village  on  the 
Green  Restaurant.  A  shout  out  to  schools  and  nonprofits  who 
helped:  Berkshire  School,  Christ  Episcopal/Trinity  Lutheran 
Church,  Mt.  Everett  Culinary  Program,  Old  Parish  Church, 
the  Sheffield  Historical  Society  and  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust. 

NEWS  FROM  THE  TOWN  CLERK 

Special  elections  and  voter  registration,      fowl  and  primitive  arms  stamps.  Please  pro- 
There  will  be  a  special  state  primary  and 
state  election  to  fill  the  Senate  seat  left 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Senator  Edward 
Kennedy.  The  special  primary  will  be  held 
on  Tues.,  Dec.  8;  the  deadline  to  register 


The  tent  set  up  between  the  Old  Stone  Store  and  Old  Parish  Church 
for  Business  After  Hours  overflowed  with  business  owners,  town 
officials  and  others  in  attendance. 

Town  employees  who  helped  out  include  Rhonda  LaBombard, 
Tammy  Blackwell,  Felecie  Joyce,  as  well  as  the  Highway  and 
Police  Departments.  Flowers  were  donated  by  Anna  Mack  at 
Wild  and  Cultivated  and  Warren  Wilcox  and  Claire  Langdon 
at  Wilcox  Farm.  And  lastly,  thanks  to  Kendra  Joyce  and  Daniel 
Hammill,  our  waitstaff,  both  Mt.  Everett  culinary  program 
graduates.  Kendra  is  a  student  in  the  hospitality  program  at 
Berkshire  Community  College  and  our  Town  Clerk's  daughter. 
Daniel  is  a  special  officer  for  the  Sheffield  Police  Dept. 


vide  a  previous  year's  license  or  a  copy  of  a 
hunter  safety  certificate  to  obtain  a  license. 

For  further  information,  follow  the 
links  on  the  town  website  under  "Town 
Clerk"  and  "Hunting  Information  for 
is  Wed.,  Nov.  18.  The  special  election  will     Sheffield"  to  the  Massachusetts  Dept.  of 


be  held  on  Tues.,  Jan.  19; 
the  deadline  to  register  is 
Wed.,  Dec.  14.  The  Town 
Clerk's  office  will  remain 
open  until  8pm  on  registra- 
tion days.  If  you  require 
an  absentee  ballot,  please 
contact  the  clerk's  office. 

You  can  register  to  vote 
year  round.  For  further 
information,  contact  the 
Town  Clerk's  office  or  visit 
the  Secretary  of  States 
website  at:  www. sec. state, 
ma.us/ele. 

Hunting  and  fishing. 
Hunting  season  has  begun 
(see  box  at  right).  Hunting 
and  fishing  licenses  are  avail- 
able, as  well  as  archery,  water- 


DEER  SEASON 

Deer  season  for  archery 
this  year  runs  from  Oct.  1 2 
to  Nov.  2 1 .  Shotgun  season 
is  Nov.  30  to  Dec.  1 2,  and 
primitive  firearms  season  is 
Dec.  14  to  31. 

There  is  no  hunting 
on  Sunday.  Hunting  hours 
are  from  one-half  hour 
before  sunrise  to  one-half 
hour  after  sunset.  Hunting 
is  not  permitted  within 
500  feet  of  any  dwelling 
or  building  except  as 
authorized  by  the  owner 
or  occupant,  nor  within 
1 50  feet  of  any  state  or 
hard-surfaced  highway. 


Fisheries  &  Wildlife's 
website  at  www.mass. 
gov/masswildlife. 
Sheffield  is  located  in 
wildlife  management 
zone  3. 

Dog  licensing. 
Please  remember  that 
if  you  have  a  dog  six 
months  of  age  or  older 
and  you  reside  in  Shef- 
field a  minimum  of  30 
days  of  the  year,  you 
are  required  to  license 
the  dog.  The  fees  are 
$5  for  intact  dogs,  $10 
for  spayed/neutered 
dogs.  For  further 
information,  call  the 
Town  Clerk. 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  NEWS 

During  the  meetings  from  June  8  through  Sept.  14,  the  Conser- 
vation Commission  conducted  the  following  business: 

It  approved  several  Notices  of  Intent  on  projects  likely  to 
affect  a  protected  wetland  or  resource  area: 

•  For  Kimba  Wood  at  1085  Berkshire  School  Rd.  to  con- 
tinue an  annual  pond  maintenance  program  to  control  nuisance 
vegetation  and  algae,  improve  water  clarity  and  retard  eutrophi- 
cation,  with  conditions. 

•  For  Lynn  and  William  Power  at  194  Miller  Ave.  for  a 
120-square  foot  addition  to  a  single-family  house's  kitchen, 
with  conditions.  The  Commission  made  a  site  visit.  The  prop- 
erty is  near  a  resource  area  and  drops  off  steeply  in  the  rear.  The 
conditions  are  that  there  be  no  cutting  of  large  trees,  silt  fencing 
be  installed,  no  heavy  equipment  be  brought  on  the  property,  all 
materials  be  carried  in  by  hand  and  that  there  be  just  a  continu- 
ation of  the  existing  roof  with  no  special  drainage  requirements. 

•  For  the  Town  of  Sheffield's  construction  of  canoe  launch 
on  the  bank  of  the  Housatonic  River  at  Covered  Bridge  Lane, 
one  of  five  proposed  sites  along  the  Housatonic  River  being 
funded  through  General  Electric  Natural  Resources  Damages 
Fund.  The  project  will  affect  a  wetland  resource,  and  there  are 
rare  plant  and  fish  species  on  the  site. 

Stone  stairs  will  be  constructed  leading  to  the  river,  with 
either  an  articulated  concrete  slab  or  a  stone  slab  for  the  launch 
itself,  to  be  determined  by  the  Town  and  the  contractor.  The 
bank,  now  almost  cleared  of  invasive  plants,  will  be  restored  by 
seeding  with  native  wetland  plants  and  planting  native  shrubs. 

Because  the  work  will  be  done  below  the  high  water  line, 
the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  needed  to  be  contacted.  It 
requires  that  the  work  be  completed  between  July  1  and  Oct. 
31.  The  Massachusetts  Natural  Heritage  and  Endangered 
Species  program  approved  the  project  as  long  as  it  does  not 
impact  the  endangered  plant  species  present.  The  Commis- 
sion asked  if  the  current  erosion  problem  would  be  addressed 
in  this  project,  and  it  was  noted  that  if  it  were  not,  additional 
seeding  could  be  be  done. 

The  Commission  continued  the  hearing  regarding  the 
Notice  of  Intent  filed  by  John  Stookey  for  800  North  Main 
St.,  regarding  construction  of  14  additional  parking  spaces 
using  pervious  construction  such  as  GrassPave,  a  plastic  base 
covered  with  top  soil  and  seeded  with  grass  seed  meant  for 
light  traffic.  The  property  is  in  a  buffer  zone  and  bordering 
land  subject  to  flooding.  Concern  was  expressed  that  in  winter 
plowing  and  daily  usage  would  turn  the  area  into  mud  and 
that  oil  from  the  vehicles  would  seep  into  the  wetland  area. 
The  applicant  is  willing  to  look  at  other  alternatives  for  the 
surface  of  the  parking  area. 

The  Commission  decided  on  three  Requests  for  Determi- 
nation of  Applicability  of  the  Wetlands  Preservation  Act  to  a 
proposed  project.  For  all,  it  decided  in  the  negative,  sometimes 
with  conditions: 

•  In  the  application  of  Beatrice  A.  Noble,  414  Bow  Wow 
Rd.,  for  adding  an  in-law  apartment  above  the  garage  of  the 


house  on  Mill  Pond,  provided  that  no  excavating  or  equipment 
is  kept  on  the  lakeside.  Silt  fencing  would  be  installed  and  the 
dumpster  would  be  kept  away  from  the  lakeside. 

•  In  the  application  of  Steven  Schiffman,  24  Maple  Ave., 
for  replacing  a  failed  septic  system  with  a  new  Title  V  com- 
pliant system,  in  the  buffer  zone  of  a  bordering  vegetated 
wetland,  provided  that  silt  fencing  be  installed  in  accordance 
with  the  plans. 

•  In  the  application  of  Judith  Schnurr,  9  Pheasant  Lane,  for 
replacing  a  roof  and  supports.  There  would  be  no  digging  and 
no  equipment  on  the  premises.  The  Building  Inspector  had 
asked  Schnurr  to  get  a  determination  from  the  Commission. 

In  other  business,  the  Commission  amended  a  2003  Order 
of  Conditions  for  treating  invasive  species  in  Mill  Pond  to 
include  accommodation  for  the  long-nosed  sucker,  an  endan- 
gered species.  The  order  to  treat  the  pond  was  extended  for 
one  year. 

An  emergency  Order  of  Conditions  was  ratified  for  101 
Hewins  St.,  where  an  oil  spill  in  the  basement  leaked  out.  Work 
had  been  done  to  clean  up  the  spill,  with  silt  fencing  installed 
between  the  work  site  and  the  existing  brook. 

A  letter  was  drafted  regarding  a  Certificate  of  Compliance 
to  Fred  Steinberg  at  54  Rannapo  Rd.  Site  visits  were  planned 
to  a  property  on  Berkshire  School  Rd. 

Pat  Fulton  was  present  and  wished  to  get  some  feedback  on 
a  proposed  project  to  add  on  to  an  existing  porch,  construct  a 
one-car  garage,  install  a  geo-thermal  heat  pump  and  take  down 
a  tree  that  is  in  danger  of  falling  on  his  house.  The  Commis- 
sion advised  him  that  the  extent  and  location  of  this  proposed 
project  would  require  the  filing  of  a  Notice  of  Intent. 

Susan  Kiesel  of  195  West  Rd.  was  present  to  express 
concern  over  the  impact  that  resurfacing  of  the  southern 
portion  of  the  road  would  have  on  the  pond  next  to  her 
house.  The  Commission  stated  that  they  had  spoken  with 
the  Mass.  Highway  Dept.  and  they  were  under  the  impres- 
sion that  there  were  no  wetlands  in  this  area.  They  planned 
a  site  visit  to  check. 

Jared  Clayton  was  present  in  July  and  was  concerned  that 
Edward  Ustico,  to  whom  the  Commission  had  recently  issued 
a  Certificate  of  Compliance,  was  using  equipment  to  fill  an  "iso- 
lated wetland.  "The  Commission  stated  that  it  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  area  that  was  being  filled,  which  was  not  a  natural 
body  of  water  but  a  hole  that  had  been  dug  and  had  filled  with 
water.  However,  it  was  agreed  that  any  mowing  or  use  of  heavy 
equipment  within  the  wetland  area  would  be  a  violation.  In 
September,  the  Commission  had  received  a  call  from  Clayton 
saying  that  Ustico  was  mowing  on  his  property,  which  he  felt 
had  a  negative  effect  on  the  wetlands.  Upon  investigation,  it 
appeared  that  Ustico  was  performing  a  farming-related  activity, 
which  would  not  be  considered  a  violation. 

From  November  to  March,  the  Commission  meets  on  the 
2nd  Monday  of  the  month  at  Town  Hall.  All  are  welcome. 

— From  the  minutes  of  the  Conservation  Commission 
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KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

As  many  things  conclude  for  the  summer  season,  new  projects 
loom  in  the  months  ahead.  The  Litter  Patrol  has  ended  until 
next  year.  The  new  food  trailer,  the  Kiwanis  Cafe,  has  been 
cleaned  and  housed  for  the  winter. 

Thanks!  We  thank  all  our  supporters  in  the  community  for 
attending  the  Steak  Roast  in  September.  We  also  know  that 
many  young  "trick  or  treaters"  had  fun  at  the  annual  Halloween 
party  on  Oct.  24.  Thanks  to  co-chairs  Patricia  Hardisty  and 
JoAnn  Shmulsky  for  planning  the  event.  Also,  we  are  grateful 
for  those  who  participated  in  the  Kiwanis  "Can"  Walk  on  Oct. 
25  to  benefit  the  food  pantries 

Radiothon.  Dave  Smith,  Jr.,  and  Dick  Goodwin  will  again 
host  our  annual  Kiwanis  Radiothon  on  Station  WSBS.  Listen 
for  our  pleas  on  Friday,  Nov.  6,  from  8am  until  noon.  Several 
other  Kiwanis  members  will  drop  by  to  give  information  on 
many  services  and  projects.  Phone  in  your  pledge  that  day  or 
respond  to  our  mailing.  The  address  is  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club, 
P.  O.  Box  683,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.  Fund  raising  has  been 
difficult  this  past  year.  Please  help  if  you  can  so  Kiwanis  can 
continue  at  least  most  of  its  community  services. 

Holiday  cheer,  winter  warmth.  With  the  holidays 
approaching,  Kiwanians  happily  prepare  "shoebox  gifts"  for 
Operation  Christmas  Child.  These  gift-filled  shoeboxes  bring 
joy  and  hope  to  children  in  desperate  situations  worldwide. 
They  are  shipped  in  November.  Locally  the  club  "adopts"  several 
children  who  each  receive  a  generous  bag  of  holiday  presents. 

For  both  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas,  Kiwanis  gives 
generously  to  our  two  area  food  pantries.  Turkeys,  potatoes  and 
onions  go  to  the  Sheffield  shelves;  Great  Barrington  accepts 
checks.  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  does  our  shopping. 

Kiwanis  now  co-sponsors  the" Warm  the  Children"  pro- 
gram with  the  Berkshire  Record  and  Kmart.  Money  is  collected 
for  new  winter  clothing  for  needy  youngsters  whose  names  are 
supplied  by  schools  and  agencies  to  our  chairperson,  Gretta 
Willig.  It  will  soon  be  time  for  our  members  to  meet  the 
selected  families  at  Kmart  and  spend  up  to  $80  on  each  child. 
This  is  only  our  second  year  with  the  program — what  a  terrific 
experience  it  has  been! 


Nuts.  Kiwanis  gourmet  nuts  will  soon  be  on  hand  for  all 
the  buyers  anxious  for  these  delicious  treats.  A  3.5-pound  can 
of  mixed  nuts  (with  no  peanuts)  sells  for  only  $20.  Try  match- 
ing that  with  the  holiday  catalogs  you'll  be  receiving!  We  also 
have  smaller,  one-pound  cans  that  sell  for  $10.  Every  Kiwanis 
member  will  have  a  supply,  and  many  stores  in  Sheffield  and 
some  in  Great  Barrington  will  be  selling  them. 

Bowling.  Bowling  dominates  the  Kiwanis  weekends  in 
November.  Our  annual  tournament  at  Cove  Lanes  in  Bar- 
rington runs  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays — Nov.  7-8,  Nov.  14-15, 
and  Nov.  21-22.  Our  members  don't  actually  bowl  (that  might 
be  embarrassing),  but  we  get  a  share  of  the  teams'  registra- 
tion fees,  the  brackets,  and  money  from  a  raffle  conducted  at 
each  session.  Jim  and  Theresa  Collingwood  and  Mike  Britton 
represent  the  club. 

Breaking  Bread  Soup  Kitchen.  The  next  Kiwanis  date  for 
serving  at  the  Breaking  Bread  Soup  Kitchen  at  the  American 
Legion  Hall  here  in  Sheffield  is  Thursday,  Nov.  19.  Marge 
Kirchner  and  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  head  our  crew.  — Dick  Goodwin 


NEW  COMPUTER  HELP  IN  TOWN 

A  new  computer  repair  and  network  support  business  has 
opened  in  town.  DC  Computer  Tech  is  located  at  1825 
North  Main  St.  (Route  7),  across  from  the  Corn  Crib. 
Owner  David  Armstrong  says  he  repairs  and  upgrades  PCs 
and  laptops  for  commercial  and  residential  clients.  He  can 
deal  with  removing  viruses  or  setting  up  network  connec- 
tions.While  he  does  most  of  his  work  in  the  office,  he  does 
make  housecalls. 

David's  certifications  include  CompTIA's  Comptia 
A+,  which  proves  competence  in  installation,  preventative 
maintenance,  networking,  security  and  troubleshooting,  and 
he  is  a  Microsoft  Certified  Professional,  and  Cisco  Certified 
Network  Associate. 

Computers  can  be  picked  up  or  dropped  off  for  repairs. 
Call  413-528-2747  or  email  dotcall  l@gmail.com. 


PRECISION 

AUTOCRAFT  inc. 

HIGH  QUALITY  BODY  REPAIR  &  FINISHING 

Complete  Collision  •  Paint  •  Glass  Services 

Laser  Frame  Measuring 

Computer  Controlled  Estimating  and  Paint  Mixing  Systems 

THOMAS  M.  ANDRUS 

Rt.  7,  1939  No.  Main  St.,  Sheffield  MA  01257 

(413)528-1457  1-800-734-1457 

Fax  (413)528-0186*  precision.auto@roadrunner.com 


LICENSED 


FULLY  INSURED 


KEVIN  JOYCE  PAINTING  CONTRACTOR 

Powerwashing  •  Wall  Papering 
Interior/Exterior 


177  County  Rd. 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 


413-229-2946 
kjoycepaint@roadrunner.com 


Organizations  &  Businesses 


AMERICAN  LEGION  POST  340 

Officers  for  2009-2010  were  installed  at  the  Post's  September 
meeting  by  the  District  Commander,  Larry  Brothers,  assisted 
by  Paul  Harris  and  Bob  Hassat.  The  new  officers  are:  Post 
Commander,  George  Oleen;  Vice  Commander  #1,  Mark 
Bachetti;  Vice  Commander  #2,  Bruce  Philbrick;  Treasurer, 
Bruce  Philbrick;  Adjutant,  Dale  Alden;  Sergeant  of  Arms, 
Philip  Boardman;  Chaplain,  Frank  Clark. 

The  Post  also  welcomed  two  new  members,  George  Cronk 
and  Jack  O'Donnell. 

Post  members  want  to  thank  all  the  supporters  who  have 
attended  our  fundraisers  this  year.  The  money  raised  goes 
towards  the  Legion  Scholarship,  Legion  Baseball,  Boys  State, 
Student  Trooper  and  our  Scout  Pack  and  Troop  as  well  as  Post 
Home  renovations.  We  also  want  to  thank  all  the  organizations 
that  made  generous  contributions  to  our  building  renovation 
fund  and  the  public  at  large  for  their  continued  support. 

We  regret  to  say  that  the  Post's  Women's  Auxiliary  is  being 
retired.  Their  many  years  of  faithful  dedication  to  the  Sheffield 
community  will  not  be  forgotten,  along  with  their  support 
of  this  Post's  activities.  There  were  many  times  that  a  project 
wouldn't  have  been  successful  without  their  support.  Thank 
you,  ladies! 


LAND  TRUST:  FALL  WALK  ON  A  FARM 

Every  year,  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  sponsors  a  guided 
walk  on  privately  held  conserved  property  someplace 
in  Sheffield. This  year,  the  Fall  Walk  was  at  Balsam  Hill 
Farm  on  Oct.  l7.The  153-acre  farm  on  Hewins  St.,  in 
the  Chapin  family  for  more  than  four  generations,  was 
conserved  through  an  Agricultural  Preservation  Restric- 
tion in  2003.  At  that  time  Morven  Allen  and  his  wife, 
Gail,  bought  the  farm  and  now  have  over  200  milking 
cows  grazing  its  fields. 

Morven  and  his  son,  Ian,  welcomed  the  group  of  1 9 
walkers  to  the  farm  and  thanked  the  Land  Trust  for  its 
part  in  facilitating  the  purchase  of  the  farm.  Morven  talked 
about  what  he's  done  on  the  farm  since  he's  owned  it  and 
his  commitment  to  organic  farming. 

Then  Jessica Toro,  an  expert  on  invasive  plants  and  the 
restoration  of  native  species,  led  the  walk  down  the  farm 
road  that  runs  along  the  pastures  and  hayfields  to  the 
Housatonic  River.The  river  has  provided  rich  soil  for  the 
farming  community  that  historically  has  been  located  in  this 
part  of  Sheffield. 

The  walk  ended  with  donuts,  cider  and  apples  served  on 
the  lawn  of  the  farmhouse  with  the  beautiful  Taconic  Range 
in  the  background. 


Igji 


ME  PAL 

MANOR+SPA 


SERVING 

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH 

lOAM  -  2PM 


SPA  TREATMENTS  AND 
LUXURY  ACCOMMODATIONS 
IN  THE  COUNTRY 


ROUTE  57,   NEW  MARLBORO,   MA 

413  229  7501 

MEPALBERKSHIRES.COM 




KWIK 

PRINT 

INCORPORATED 

From  wi 
to  l 

Color  ( 
Photo 

Bool- 
Envelop 
Newspapers 
Posters   •   P 

Typesetting/C 
Digital  Pla 

hile-you-wait  di 
veb  offset  print 

Zopies  •   Fax  Services  • 
:opies   •   Resumes  •  Spi 

s   •   Brochures   •    Busine 
es   •    Flyers   •    Letterheai 
•   Newsletters   •   NCR/C 
rograms   •  Tickets   •  We 

jraphic  Design   •    Mac  an 
ce  Maker   •    Barcoded  M 

iplkating 
ing... 

Laminating 
ral  Binding 

ss  Cards 
is   •    Menus 
larbonless  Forms 
dding  Invitations 

i  PC  Compatible 
ailing  Services 

COLOR  COPIES 

41 

35  Br 

Hours: 

3/528-2885    Fax:  4 1 3/528-9220 
idge  St.,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA  0 1 2 
Mon.-Fri.  8:00-4:30  Sat.  8:30- 1 1 

30 
:00 

534  South  Main  Street, 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(Next  door  to  Berkshire  Fence  Co.) 

413.229.6654  •  Berkshirestyles.com 


HAIR 

TANNING 

FACIAL  WAXING 

EAR  PIERCING 


REDKEN 


I „™_ -^_____ 


&i£6  to  maJec 
ati  afzfrtxoint- 
tne*ti  today! 

Sunday  1-5 
Monday  9-3 
Tuesday  9-5 
Wednesday 
closed 
Thursday  10-6 

Friday  9-5 
Saturday  9-3 


22 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

Balms,  Bones,  and  Creeping  Miasma:  Early  Medical  Care  in  Sheffield. 

On  Fri.,  Nov,  13,  at  7:30pm.  Dennis  Picard,  Director  of  Storrowton  Vil- 
lage and  a  previous  Society  director,  will  give  a  talk  on  infectious  diseases 
prevalent  in  the  18th  and  19th  centuries — small  pox,  yellow  and  scarlet 
fevers,  cholera — and  the  different  styles  of  medicine  which  would  have 
been  available  to  early  Shemelders  to  treat  them.  The  program  will  take 
place  in  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

See  page  3  for  the  Society's  holiday  events. 


Visits  from  the  past.  The  Annual 
Sheffield  Spirit  Walk  enjoyed  splendid 
fall  weather  and  was  well  attended  by 
Society  membership  and  local  residents. 
Pictured,  clockwise  from  top:  Rene  Wood 
as  J.  Luella  Dowd  Smith  (1847-1941),  an 
inspirational  writer  and  poet  at  the  turn 
of  the  last  century.  Neal  Chamberlain  as 
Patrick  Conway  (1819-1897),  a  successful 
Irish  immigrant,  farmer,  and  businessman 
whose  house  is  thought  to  have  served  as  a 
stop  on  the  Underground  Railroad.  Brian 
Levinsohn  as  Ralston  E  Little  (1853- 
1924),  a  local  butcher  and  member  of  the 
Little  family  whose  collection  of  correspon- 
dence will  be  the  subject  of  an  upcoming 
exhibit  at  the  Society. 
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Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 
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THE  2009  HAWK  WATCH  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 

On  Sept.  19,  a  bright  perfect  fall  day, 
a  contingent  of  40  binoculared  birders 
ascended  Hurlburt's  Hill  at  Bartho- 
lomew's Cobble  in  search  of  migrating 
hawks.  Some  youngsters  were  carried  in 
backpacks.  Some  oldsters  were  carried 
up  in  the  truck. 

The  entire  group  was  carried 
to  a  new  level  of  hawk  awareness 
by  the  volunteer  guides.  Tom  Tyn- 
ing,  Berkshire  Community  College 
professor  of  environmental  science, 
led  a  spirited  conversation  about 
hawk  habits  and  identification  tricks. 
Tom,  an  expert  herpetologist,  is  well 
known  as  the  author  of  Amphibians 
and  Reptiles  in  the  Stokes  Nature 
Guide  series.  Someone  asked  politely, 
"Why  are  you  leading  the  hawk 
watch?"  Tom's  quick  response — 
"They're  all  reptiles" — acknowledged 
the  new  understanding  in  science  that 
dinosaurs  never  really  disappeared. 
We  were  looking  into  the  sky  at  their 
descendants. 


Looking  for  hawks  on  Hurlburt's  Hill 


Here's  what  we  saw:  two  American 
kestrels,  one  Cooper's  hawk,  two  red  tail 
hawks,  20  turkey  vultures  or  one  of  them 
seen  20  times,  two  black  vultures,  and  55 
broadwing  hawks. 

Hawks  don't  actually  flap  their  way 
south.  Instead,  they  rise  with  one  current 
of  warm  air  and  glide  to  the  next  one. 
What  a  thrill  to  see  a  spiraling  kettle  of 
40  broadwings  who  have  all  found  the 
same  updraft. 


COBBLE  NOTES 

Bird  feeders  and  bears.  Bears  are  out  and  about  looking  to  fatten  up  for  the  winter. 
They  will  return  to  places  they  have  found  food  at  in  the  past,  and  this  includes  your 
backyard  birdfeeder!  We  don't  recommend  putting  your  feeder  back  out  until  well  into 
Dec.  when  the  weather  gets  really  cold.  Even  then,  watch  out  If  the  weather  warms  up, 
bears  will  awaken  in  search  of  food. 

Vandals  at  the  Cobble.  Twice  this  year  someone  has  used  Bartholomew's 
Cobble  as  a  dumping  spot.  First  it  was  cans  of  used  paint  and  the  second  time  it 
was  used  tires. The  Cobble  is  here  for  people  to  enjoy  and  all  Sheffield  residents 
can  hike  for  free.  Help  us  take  care  of  it!  If  anyone  has  any  information  regard- 
ing the  dumping,  please  call  the  Sheffield  police  department  or  Rene  Wendell,  the 
Cobble  conservation  ranger,  at  229-8600. 


Tom  was  aided  by  Kai  Reed.  The  last 
time  I  was  birding  with  Kai  10  years  ago, 
he  was  just  a  lad.  Even  then  his  knowl- 
edge far  outstripped  most  of  us.  On  the 
hawk  watch,  his  years  of  birding  came 
into  good  use — his  eyes  were  the  best  in 
the  group  at  finding  and  identifying  the 
various  hawks.  Kai  and  two  teammates 
won  honors  last  May  during  the  26th 
annual  World  Series  of  Birding.  They 
placed  first  in  the  high  school  category 
and  fourth  overall. 

Orion  magazine  executive  director 
Emerson  Blake  was  also  on  hand  to  offer 
insights  from  years  of  professional  birding. 

My  joy  comes  from  the  reminder  to 
keep  my  eyes  open.  Just  this  morning  I 
got  to  watch  a  Cooper's  hawk  swoop  in 
after  our  chickens.  Foiled  by  the  chicken 
wire,  I  am  happy  to  report. 

Next  year,  join  us.  Keep  your  eyes 
open  for  hawks  in  the  fall  and  indeed  all 
through  the  year. 

— Neal  Chamberlain,  Trustees  Volunteer 


MISS  BRADFORDS? 

next  best  thing..... 

Great  Finds 

1840  North  Main,  Rt.  7 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)  528-8059 


Monday-Saturday  10-5,  Sunday  11-5 

COME  SEE  WHAT  YOuVe  BEEN  MISSING! 


DOMINICK  &  DOMINICK  LLC 


Pamela  Bloodworth 

Financial  Advisor 
Investments 

150  E.  52nd  Street  2125588820 

3Rn  floor  8002212869 

New  York,  NY  10022  212  750  6475  fax 

pbloodworth@dominickanddominick.com 
4132293530  by  app't  Fridays 
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BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 

Owl  Prowl 

Sat.,  Nov.  14, 7-9pm.  Come  learn  about  owls  and  go  on  a  hike 
to  try  and  draw  them  in.  Individual  $6;  Family  $  1 5.  Members 
$4/$  1 0.  Please  pre-register  so  that  you  can  be  notified  of  any 
changes  or  cancellations. 

Moonlight  Owl  Prowl 

Sat,  Nov.  28, 7-9pm.  Come  learn  about  owls  and  go  on  a  hike 
to  try  and  draw  them  in.  Individual  $6;  Family  $  1 5.  Members 
$4/$  10.  Please  pre-register. 

Writing  the  Winter  Landscape 

Sunday,  Dec.  6,  I  -3pm  (continuing  first  Sundays  all  winter). 
Join  local  author  Pauline  Clark  and  Trustees  educator  Tammis 
Coffin  for  a  winter  walk,  tuning  into  moment  and  place, 
tapping  a  creative  response.  Free  with  admission.  Please  pre- 
register  at  tcoffin@ttor.org  or  41 3.298.3239  ext.  3003 

Geminids  Meteor  Shower  Watch 

Sat,  Dec.  1 2, 7pm.  After  a  story  about  the  magic  of  shooting 


AND  ASHLEY  HOUSE  EVENTS 

stars  venture  out  to  look  above.  Dress  warmly.Adult  $6; 
Child  Free.  Members  and  Sheffield  residents,  free.  Please 
pre-register. 

Winter  Walk 

Sat,  Dec.  1 3,  I  -3pm.  Snowshoes  available  in  adult  and  kid 
sizes.  Free  with  admission.  Please  pre-register. 

Solstice  Sunset  Hike  &  Campfire 

Sat,  Dec.  19  ,  3:30-5:30pm.  Snowshoes  available  in  adult  and 
kid  sizes.  Free  with  admission.  Please  pre-register. 

Wednesday  Wellness  Walks 

Wednesdays,  8:30-9:30am.  A  mix  of  meditative  walking  and 
social  time,  Wednesday  Wellness  Walks  are  led  by  Margo 
and  Lawrence  Davis-Hollander,  life  and  wellness  coaches  and 
members  of  the  Bartholomew's  Cobble  Property  Com- 
mittee. Walks  will  continue  throughout  the  winter,  weather 
permitting.  Bring  your  snowshoes  or  X-country  skis  once  the 
ground  is  white.  Free.  Learn  more  at  www.coachingvision.info. 


Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329-acre  property  of  The  Trustees  of  Reserva-  napo  Rd.  and  follow  for  1.5  mile.  Turn  right  on  Weatogue  Rd.  to  the 

tions  with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley  entrance  and  parking  on  the  left.  Regular  admission  is  free  for  members 

Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center  of  the  Trustees  of  Reservations  and  Sheffield  residents.  Non-members: 

is  open  9am-4:30pm.  From  Rt.  7  in  the  center  of  Sheffield,  travel  south  $5  per  adult,  $1  per  child.  To  register  for  events,  call  229-8600  or 

and  turn  right  on  Rt.  7 A  and  follow  for  0.5  mile.  Turn  right  on  Ran-  email  bcobble@ttor.org. 


"Let's  talk  trash ...  your  trash! 


» 


A  locally  owned  and  operated  business  is  asking  you  to  rethink  the  way 
you  do  trash.  Routes  are  forming  today  to  satisfy  all  your  residential, 

commercial,  and  industrial  needs. 


Call  now  for  affordable  rates  and  ask  about  incentives 
available  to  the  first  (100)  residential  customers. 


Contact  James  or  Theresa  Collingwood 

daily  at  (413)  229-2822  or  evenings  at  (413)  229-3186 


Recycling  is  a  must  to  work  with  us! 
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FIRE  LOG— Rick  Boardman,  Chief 


August 

6  Fire  alarm  at  50  East  Rd.Time  out;  1 :16pm. Time  in:  1:24pm. 

10  Mutual  aid  with  the  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.Time  out: 

I  1 :58am. Time  in  1 2: 1 0pm. 
10  Lost  hiker  on  the  Appalachian  Trail. Time  out:  10:09pm. 

Time  in:  I  1:10pm. 
1 2  Fire  alarm  at  53  West  Rd.Time  out:  9:55am. Time  in: 

1 0:09am. 
2 1  Tree  down  into  wires  on  Shunpike  Rd.Time  out:  4:45pm. 

Time  in:  5:24. 
29         Fire  alarm  at  230  Rote  Hill  Rd.Time  out:  5:21pm. Time  in: 

5:35pm. 

September 

4  Smoke  in  area  of  275  South  Main  StTime  out:  10:45am. 

Time  in:  I  1:03am. 
1 2         Smoke  detector  at  245  Polikoff  Rd.Time  out:  1 :37pm. Time 

in:  1:48pm. 
15  Plane  crash  at  Route  41  and  Kelsey  Rd.Time  out:  2:45pm. 

Time  in:  9:37pm. 
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30 


Assist  Egremont  Fire  Dept.  on  Mt. Washington  with  injured 

hiker.Time  out:  3: 1  I  pm.Time  in:  7:36pm. 

Chimney  fire  at  57  Amory  Ln.Time  out :  7:2 1  pm.Time  in: 

8:21pm. 


October 

3  Alarm  at  Sheffield  Plastics. Time  out:  3: 1 5pm. Time  in: 

3:50pm. 
7  Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School. Time  out:  6:25am. Time 

in:  6:45am. 
7         Assist  Police  Dept.  in  clearing  tree  debris  on  Rt.  7  rest  area. 

Time  out:  7: 1 5pm. Time  in:  8:00pm. 

7  Tree  down  with  wires  at  Salisbury  Rd.  and  Barnum  St.Time 
out:  I  1 :30pm. Time  in:  I  1:56pm. 

8  Transformer  fire  at  1371  Berkshire  School  Rd.Time  out: 
1 :56am. Time  in:  2: 20am. 

10  Mutual  aid  to  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.  for  lost  hiker  on 

Monument  Mountain. Time  out:  1 2:02pm. Time  in:  1:00pm. 

I  I  Truck  overturned  at  303  LeGeyt  Rd.Time  out:  3:25pm. 

Time  in:  4:23pm. 


August 


3  Alexandra  H.  Glover  to  Stewart  &  Claudia  Bartner,  property 

at  710  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  $335,000. 

10  Lillian  Keane  to  Peter  L.  Kinnard,  property  at  1296  Ashley  Falls 

Rd.,  $800,000. 

1 9  Ethel  E.  Hitchcock  to  Steven  B.  Massey,  property  at  1 50 1 

Home  Rd.,$  1 50,000. 

2 1  James  E.  &  Kimberly  A.  Bugley  to  Wayne  R.Wilcox  &  Jen- 

nifer Reardon,  property  at  153  Hillside  Lane,  Sheffield  and 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 

New  Marlborough,  $397,250. 
27  Josephine  A.Tarzia  to  Urania  Benoit,  property  at  Blair  Lane, 

$19,000. 


September 

9  Philip  &  Lee  Yanowitch  &  Nina  Herrick  to  Irving  O.  Slavid, 

property  at  584  Silver  St.,  $385,000. 
25  Salisbury  Road  LLC  to  Frances  Roth  &  Donald  &  Judith 

Reinauer,  property  at  Barnum  Street,  Lot  #2,  $82,000. 
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Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

Proprietors 


TNL  Auto  Supply,  LLC. 

227  Stockbridge  Rd 

Great  Barrington,  Ma.  01230 

413-528-0838 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777         41  3-229-8820  FAX 
www.devriesbuildingsupply.com 
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Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours: 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  &  Saturday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  (May-Oct.) 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1:30-4  pin  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdrc@shcfficldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  10  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1  1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

15')  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
413.229.2694  |  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 
WWW.  ShiEFFI  liLDH  I  s  I  ORV  .ORG 
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Calendar  Page 


October 

31 

Tiffany  windows  celebration  at  Christ  Church  (p.  5) 

31 

HALLOWEEN 

November 

1 

DAYLIGHT  SAVINGS  TIME  ENDS 

7 

Indoor  Market  at  Dewey  Hall  opens  (p.  3) 

7 

Local  Authors'  Day  at  the  Library  (p.  1 3) 

7 

Graham  and  Barbara  Dean  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  7) 

8 

Festival  for  the  Holidays  opens  (p.  3) 

13 

"Romeo  and  Juliet"  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School  (p.  6) 

13 

Movie  for  kids  at  the  Library  (p.  1 3) 

21 

'Community  tree  care  workday  (9am,Town  Hall  parking  lot) 

26 

THANKSGIVING 

28 

Ashley  Falls  tree  lighting  (p.  3) 

29 

Woods  Tea  Company  benefit  (p.  5) 

30 

Shotgun  season  for  deer  begins  (p.  19) 

December 

1 

Substance  abuse  meeting  (p.  7) 

5 

Cookie  Walk  at  Undermountain  Elementary  (p.  5) 

5 

Anson  Olds  and  Everett  Brown  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  7) 

6 

Sheffield  Green  tree  lighting  (p.  3) 

12 

Christ  Church  bake  sale  (p.  3) 

12 

HANUKKAH  BEGINS 

13 

Historical  Society  holiday  party  (p.  3) 

15 

DEADLINE  FORTHE  JANUARY/FEBRUARY  ISSUE 

25 

CHRISTMAS 

26 

KWANZAA  BEGINS 

January 

1 

NEW  YEARS  DAY 

See  also  the  listings  for  Kiwanis  (p.  2 1) 

and  Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  25) 

It's  not  a  subscription.  It's  a  way  to  make 

Sheffield  a  better  place  to  live. 

Please  contribute! 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week  number 
-  i.e.  "1st,  3rd"  indicates  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed.  Town  functions  listed  first. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12noon 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s',  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hail,  7pm,  2nd,  4,h  (2nd  only  for  winter) 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Halt,  7pm,  2nd 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-10:30am 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr,  1s' 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12noon 

Council  on  Aging,  5pm,  2nd 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hail,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie, "  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1s' 
Thursdays: 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4'h 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hail,  Thurs.  3pm-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Fridays 

Building  Inspector,  7-1  Oam 
Saturdays: 

Saturday  market,  10am-2pm  (except  11/28  &  12/26) 

Dewey  Hail  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1s' 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD TIMES,YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 


want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 


_,  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 


Email: 


LJ  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

\_J  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


l~~l  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you: 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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:a  urupsic! 
Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 
Senior  Products  Group 
Wells  Fargo  Home  IVlortgage 
Serving  Western  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  Regions 
888  229-9908  Office 
413  329-8399  Cell 
jessica.krupski@wellsfargo.com 


